An Evening of Irish F*

Saturday,March 11,2023
epm-11pm
Delicious Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner

Live Irish Music Featuring the band: Connor Dowling
Irish Dancing Performed by: Dowds lrish Dance Academy

$25 per adult/ $20 per senior/ $10 per child/ 5 & under is free
Includes dinner and dessert

Tickets will be available to purchase after Masses or by

phone.

Call the Rectory at 402-551-0269
Cash, Check, or Credit Card accepted
Tickets must be purchased by March 6th!

Where: St. Bernard

* School

3604 N. 65" Street




Peace Love
Fosh Fry

One Night Only!
Friday, Mar.24, 5-8 p.m.

St. Bernard School, 3604 N. 65th Street, 0maha 68104

Tickets available at the door.
$12 adults: $10 seniors; $7 kids; 3 & under free.

Fried Fish, tater tots, mac & cheese, cole siaw, hread,
popcorn shrimp, heer, wine, pop, & tesserts!



St. Bernard Irish Hooley
Saturday, March 11th, 2023

HOW CAN | HELP?7?? |

. Attend the event, purchase tickets by calling
the rectory, 402-551-0269

. Donate Gift Cards for Lucky Shamrock Game

. We will gladly accept gift cards of any
denomination. You can drop these off at the
rectory or in the collection basket on Sunday,
mark on envelope, “Hooley”

. Volunteer for the event. .. See back side for
details.

. Sign up to bake 2 dozen cupcakes for the event.
These can be dropped off between 9am and

1pm on Saturday, March 11th to the
| m| /* Gym. Call Rose if interested!
g _ 402-5571-0269



IRISH HOOLEY 20232 VOLUNTEERS

5:30PM—11:00PM

Greeters 5:30PM—7PM: 2 Volunteers Needed

ID Check Table/Free Raffle Ticket 5:30PM—7PM: 2 Volunteers Needed
Check in Table/New Ticket Sales 5:30PM—7:30PM: 2 Volunteers Needed

Drink Ticket Sales Table: 5:30PM—7:30PM 1 Volunteer Needed
7:30PM—9:30PM: 1 Volunteer Needed
9:30PM—11PM: 1 Volunteer Needed

50/50 Raffle Ticket Sales Table: 5:30PM—7:30PM: 3 Volunteer Needed
7:30PM—9:00PM: 3 Volunteer Needed
9:00PM—10PM: 3 Volunteer Needed

Food Servers: 5:30PM—7:30PM: 6 Volunteers
Kitchen Help (Washing Dishes, Etc): 8:30PM—10:30PM: 6 Volunteers Needed
Decorate SAM—NOON: 12 Volunteers Needed
Clean-Up 10PM—11:30PM : 10 Volunteers Needed
Lemonade/Coffee 5:30PM—7:30PM: 1 Volunteer Needed

To Volunteer for any of these positions, call Rose
at 402-551-0269 or email at
raflores@archomaha.org.
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DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS THIS LENT!

This Lent, St. Bernard Church is offering two morning workshops for Parishioners,
family, and friends to explore God's call.

Lalled by The Spivit workshops focus on questions such as:

» What are spiritual gifts? Does everybody have them?

What does the Bible say about these gifts? Are Patron Saints involved?

> Has God gifted me personally? If so, what are my spiritual gifts? Do | have a
Patron Saint for my gifts?

> How can | use such gifts in my daily life? Are there opportunities for my gifts right
here at St. Bernard Church?

\4

Both small groups will meet for 2 consecutive weeks during Lent. Coffee and Danish
will be served. Each workshop will include short videos, followed by small group
breakout sessions. The Parish will cover all costs to participate in the workshop.

The two sessions are:

> Tuesday mornings, February 28th and March 7th, 10:00 am through 11:30 am, in
the Clairvaux Center.

» Thursday mornings, March 23rd and March 30th, 10:00 am through 11:30, also in
the Clairvaux Center.

For questions or to sign up, contact Lindsey Ridley
at lridley@stbernardomaha.org or (402) 551 - 0269




Heart of the Parish

“People are the Heart of the Parish”

February 2023

Introducing Father Gadache...

Father Michael Gadache will become St. Bernard’s pastor in July 2023, and
though he will have a dual assignment, he has stated that being the pastor of St.
Bernard will be his main focus. His second assignment from the Archdiocese is to
continue as Chaplain for the African groups, Our Lady of Africa and St Michael, who
may eventually combine into one group and will be based at St. Bernard.

Father Gadache has considerable experience as a pastor, 13 years in his home
country of Nigeria, and more recently at St. Pius X. He sees his mission first and
foremost as a pastor leading his people in their spiritual journey.

Father Gadache’s name on legal documents is Father Ahmadu Michael Gadache,
but he is popularly known as Father Michael Gadache, and prefers to be called that.
He was born and grew up in Nigeria. He has a large extended family in Nigeria,
including one sister and four brothers. He was educated and ordained in Nigeria and
became and remains a diocesan priest of the diocese of Minna in central Nigeria. As
reported in our bulletin a few weeks
ago, the parish in Minna where he
served as pastor, Sts. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church was the victim of
terroristic violence against the
Catholic church in Nigeria. In
January the rectory was attacked
and burned; its current pastor, Fr.
Isaac Achi was killed and his assistant
was wounded. Fr. Achi was also
Father Gadache’s uncle. He wrote
the following about Fr. Achi:

“Fr. Isaac Achi will be greatly
missed by family, friends and
the entire Catholic Diocese of
Minna. He was not just a
priest, but also a father figure
to very many people and
families. He will be greatly
missed. Rest in Peace, dear
Father.”

(Continued on back page)



So how does a native Nigerian priest come to serve parishes in the United States?
Nigeria has a large population of Catholics, and a significant number of young people in its
seminaries and convents. The Minna diocese has a good number of priests to serve its
needs, and its bishop was open to sharing them as missionaries to the U.S., saying, “It is all
one church” and he feels it is our collective responsibility to teach and preach the gospel
everywhere in the world. So when Fr. Gadache was asked to be a missionary to the U.S. to
help with our shortage of priests, he was eager to accept. Two priests were requested,
and both accepted. He had visited the U.S. in 2015 and was excited for the opportunity to
serve here. It has been a serious culture shock, especially the food, but he is adjusting.

His first assignment in the U.S. in 2019 was at St. Pius X, but housing was not
immediately available there, so he was housed at St. Leo the Great rectory. He made
good friends in that parish who helped him adjust to his new culture, and they remain
close friends today. When housing became available at St. Pius X, he moved there, where
he served as Associate Pastor, and is currently acting Pastor in the temporary absence of
the assigned Pastor.

In his rare free time he likes to read and write and follow “futbol”, i.e. soccer. He
only had time to watch a bit of the World Cup on TV, and since Nigeria did not make the
finals in Qatar, he rooted strongly for the U.S.

Fr. Gadache’s second assignment is as Chaplain to the African Community, who will
also adopt St. Bernard as its home base. This benefits St. Bernard by increasing its Mass
attendance, a numbers criteria the Archdiocese uses to determine how many priests are
assigned to a parish, and the number of Masses celebrated. The African Community is a
group of people with the commonality of all originating from various African countries and
being Catholic. Their desire is to preserve their native religious customs to pass down to
future generations so they are not totally lost as they are assimilated to life in the U.S.
They live all over Omaha, perhaps belong to other parishes, but need a home church that
will welcome their presence and join their services as they choose.

Father’s duties as their Chaplain is to offer sacraments such as Baptism in their
traditional manner if requested, to assist them with whatever social events they plan, and
now help them make a transition to their new home base of St. Bernard.

As St. Bernard’s pastor he will also work to blend St. Bernard’s and the African
communities into a cohesive whole on our joint path to harmony and serving God and each
other.

Call to Action—Irish Hooley, March 11

Several opportunities to volunteer—2 hour shifts—as greeters, check-in table,
drink ticket sales, raffle table, servers, decorators, kitchen help, clean up.
Contact: Rose Flores at Rectory, 402/551-0269

Upcoming Events

Irish Hooley—March 11
Parish Fish Fry—March 24 Mary T. Mick, Editor



