Parish Pastoral
Council Minutes

September 25, 2007

Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Rick Simon.

Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business

Dale Johnson, the new cub scouts leader, was in attendance to share his plans for the cub scouts and present an idea that he has for a fundraising opportunity for the scouts.  He would like to increase the scouts community service and get all the parents involved in the program.  He really wants the program to continue at St. Bernard.  He presented an idea for a fundraising opportunity that would also give the scouts the ability to interact with the parish community.  He would like the scouts to take over the coffee and doughnuts as a fundraiser.  He proposes that the scouts would sponsor coffee and doughnuts after Masses on Sunday morning probably twice a month.  He welcomes the opportunity for any parish group to cosponsor it with them at any time to showcase their organization.  He thinks that this cosponsoring by the 
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committees of the parish would give the scouts an opportunity to learn as well.  The council let him know that we thought his idea was great and we thought he should go ahead and start planning.

Committee Reports

Social Ministry:

Jan Lamoureux reported:

Coreen Miller reports that the St. Vincent de Paul Society continues to pay bills and supply food to the needy on a day by day basis.  Typically, they get between 10 and 20 calls a week.  The end of their fiscal is Sept. 30th.  The group had a prayer service and potluck on Sept. 11th.  Grant Hrabovsky is the current president.

Education: 

Fr. Spenner provided a report of the August School Board meeting:

St. Bernard School has received $7000 for technology fundswhich was used to purchase a server, some computers, and a license.  Jessica Pierson is the new computer teacher.  Ruth Breneman is the new 7th and 8th Literaure and English teacher.  Mary McGill will be teaching PE and Suzanne Seyler will teach Title I.  The teachers attended an in-service on bullying presented by the Girls and Boys Town.  St. Bernard School has received $46,000 from the Children’s Scholarship Fund to help families who are struggling to pay tuition. 

Valerie Niemeyer reported:

Deb Waskowiak reports that the Youth Group is off and running for the year.  The

focus for the month of September was on building community.  The annual hayrack ride has been scheduled for October 28th at Wenninghoff's.  Three to four other youth groups will join them for the evening. 
Fellowship:
Valerie Niemeyer reports that Welcoming the Flock will be hosting Donut Sunday on October 7th.

Stewardship:

Steve Andrews reports that the Development Committee raised about $40,000 at the dinner auction.  They had less people in attendance this year but increased profits by about $4000.  The Renovation Committee will be meeting to review what will come next in the process.  Some things being considered are the sound and electrical systems, floors and walls.

Liturgy:

Micki Frost reports that the group met planning the Nativity Display.  They are slightly concerned over the status of the renovation.  They are going to give two foot Christmas trees to each classroom to decorate.

Pastor’s Report

Fr. Spenner reports that no changes are going to be made to the parish boundaries.  The new chimney for the boilers was put in the school.  Fr. Spenner will put a picture history in the church chronicling the removal of the old boiler and the installation of the new.  He also reports that the line of credit is still $0.  Lately, the parish has received money from the interest on endowments, the Feed My Sheep campaign, and the Children’s Scholarship Fund.

Old Business

Cathedral Parade:

St. Cecilia’s Cathedral will be celebrating their centennial with a score of activities including a parade on Oct. 6th.  This parade is done in memory of a similar parade done at the opening of St. Cecilia.  There will also be a Centennial Mass of Thanksgiving as well.

Strategic Planning:

Fr. Spenner led us in prayer as we begin the next phase of strategic planning.  We discussed to what level the leadership of the parish should be involve in formulating the pastoral plan.  The council agreed that the leadership should be involved in the formulation of the plan with plenty of direction from the council.  A one page document was approved for the bulletin to update the parish on what has been accomplished since the all-parish assembly.  Valerie handed out written responses from the assembly as well as a working document to organize all comments.  The decision was made to change the date of the meeting with the parish leadership.  It was originally planned for Oct. 14th and it  will now be Nov. 18th from 1 PM to 2:30.  A sub-committee meeting will be held on Oct. 2nd at 7PM to help plan that meeting.

Next meeting will be October 23rd, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Matt Simon will lead prayer and Jan Lamoureux will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Michelle Raleigh.        
