Parish Pastoral Council Minutes
November 27, 2007

Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Micki Frost.

Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports

Education:

Andy Simon provided the following reports:

Deb Waskowiak reports that 8 youth and 2 adults attended the National Catholic Youth Conference in Ohio November 8th-11th.  The next NCYC conference will be held in two years in Kansas City.  Everyone who attended had a good time.  The youth group had their annual rake and run.  They were able to complete 6 yards.  Deb says she plans on attending the youth ministers day at Marian.

JoAnne Raleigh reports that the Confirmation prep closed with the ceremony on November 30th.  St. Bernard’s has 23 candidates to present to Bishop Milone for confirmation.  The candidates finished their preparation with a retreat on October 20th at the Alpha & Omega Pro Sanctity Center in Elkhorn.  Reconciliation prep is continuing.  There are 27 second graders and 2 older students who will receive the sacrament for the first time this year.  Mischel Anderson reports that the Home and School meeting dealt with acquiring funding for the fire alarm system on the second floor of the school and fire safety doors.  The total cost is expected to be $6000.  They also discussed revamping the bi-laws to include the vote of people not in attendance at the meeting.

Andy Simon also spoke to Amy (the interim child care director) and she stated that a new director had been hired and would be starting soon.

Fellowship:
Valerie Niemeyer reports that Welcoming the Flock has been working with Dale Johnson of scouts to discuss donut Sunday.  They are also working on scheduling people to greet at the Christmas Masses.

Pastor’s Report
Fr. Spenner reports that the last payment went out for the boilers.  Terry is going to attend a 13-week seminar on the boilers.  This seminar will not license him but will provide needed knowledge for him.  Fr. Spenner also discussed some of the current changes happening in the church building.

New Business
The Pastoral Council discussed having an Epiphany Gathering for them and their families.  They discussed bringing a dish to share and also pizza for the group.  They decided they would also have a small gift exchange.  The gathering will be held on January 8th for whoever is able to attend.

Old Business

Strategic Planning:

The council reviewed the information that was gained from the meeting with the leadership of the committees of the parish.  The council also reviewed the top three goals that were decided at that meeting.  The PPC brainstormed strategies for different goals.  It was decided that the council would work independently and develop concrete strategies for the goals and present to the rest of the council at the next meeting.

Next meeting will be January 22nd, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Tom Bogacz will lead prayer and Krista Freimuth will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.
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