Parish Pastoral
Council Minutes

January 22, 2008

Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Tom Bogacz.

Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business
A letter was read from Don and Pat Kemp in reference to the treacherous sidewalks on the east side of the church and the status of the memorial plaques.  Discussion was held as to the level of responsibility the pastoral council has in such matters.  The letter was forwarded to Terry Dickey so that he can address concerns about the walks.  The letter was also forwarded to Andy Malcolm and the rest of the Renovation Committee so they could take the Kemps’ suggestions about the memorial plaques in consideration when they decide the final location.

Committee Reports
Social Ministry:

Jan Lamoureux reported:

Sheila Osterhaus reports that Omaha Together One Community(OTOC) held a prayer/memorial with the rest of the city-
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wide group for those who died by violence last year in Omaha.  They are working with the Omaha area school system on the initiative “Bright Futures”.  They are using the OTOC methodology of one on one meetings including parents and principals.  On January 21st, OTOC participated in the Martin Luther King event at the Qwest Center.

Micki Frost reports that Pat Gehringer and St. Bernard’s Caring Together had one request for snow removal.  They have been keeping in close contact with Sr. Susan to discern any needs.  Micki further reports that Rosanne Chrystal held a meeting with the Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHCs) who serve the homebound.  They are looking for more people to help with this ministry.
Fellowship:

Jan Lamoureux reported:

Shelia Osterhaus reports that Christian Family Movement(CFM) chose the book Families Choose Life for this year’s 
meetings.  It is providing good discussion material.  The most recent discussion that they had was on the topic of “Children Around the World”.  In the fall, they had a fundraiser for Heifer International.  This is an organization that provides assistance to help ease poverty throughout the world.  They do this by providing animals, seedlings, and education to poor people in the hopes that they will learn to grow their own food and teach others the same so that they are able to get out of dire poverty.  CFM was able to purchase a goat, a sheep, a hive of honey bees and seedlings with the money raised.  They also went Christmas caroling for the St. Bernard’s parishioners at the Immanuel Fontenelle Center.  They had an epiphany party on January 6th where they brought gifts of canned goods that were then given to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  “Undie Sunday” is planned for February.  They will be helping at the “Soup and Bread” night in March and will serve at the Sienna Francis House the first Friday in April.
Valerie Niemeyer reports that Welcoming the Flock is waiting to hear from Dale Johnson of scouts about the donut Sundays.  The scout parents were concerned about the output of time that would be required.
Matt Simon reports that the Athletic Club will have the 6th grade basketball tournament on Feb. 18-29.  The funds generated from this tournament help to fund them for the entire year.  They will have a Valentine’s Dance on February 15th.  They have also purchased adjustable parts for the hoops so they are able to lower them for the Mini Tigers program.
Education:

Andy Simon reports that the St. Bernard’s Child Care has a new director named Katherine Bonella.  She states that starting Feb. 1st there will no longer be free childcare offered to the staff.
Andy further reports that Tom Sage is now the president of the school board.  He would like to meet with the pastoral council to discuss the strategic planning.  He also expressed a concern about Terry Dickey’s amount of work being too much for one person.

Tom Bogacz reported:

Pat Malcolm reports that there will be one candidate to join the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  There are also quite a few people who will be rejoining the Church after some time away.  The Rite of Election for the RCIA is on February 10th at St. Cecilia’s Cathedral.
Liturgy:

Tom Bogacz reported:

Pat Malcolm reports that Fr. Spenner met with the EMHCs and lectors of the parish to explain how he would like them to perform their duties during Mass.  The Worship Office will be having training sessions in February for those wishing to become EMHCs or lectors.  St. Bernard’s has several people who will be attending.  The Liturgy Committee is studying how they can best enhance the beauty to the newly renovated church with decorations during the various Church seasons.  Stations of the Cross will be held on all Fridays of Lent at 2 PM and 7:30 PM.  On March 14th, the 2 PM Stations will be in the school’s gym where the children will have their annual Living Stations of the Cross.  The Parish Reconciliation Services will be March 5th at 1 PM with the school and at 7 PM.  This year their will be a wide variety of Lenten formational programs.  On February 13th, Deacon Tim McNeil will present “Let the Children Come to Me – A Lenten Program for parents, grandparents, and anyone who loves, cares, and wants what’s best for children.  On Sunday evenings at 7 PM, CM will sponsor a faith sharing group called “Taking Time to Make a Difference”.  Fr. Gutowski will offer a Lenten series on February 21, 28 and March 6 at 7:30 PM.  Topics are The Trinity, Living the Moral Life, and The Theology of the Body.  The Parish Soup and Bread Night will be March 1st at 6:30 PM in the cafeteria.  Fr. Dennis Hamm will speak on Faithful Citizenship: More than Voting.  Proceeds will benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society.
Pastor’s Report
Fr. Spenner reports that there is a plan to refurbish the pipes and other older parts associated with the new boiler.  This will allow the boiler to work more efficiently.  Fr. Spenner states that he has also replaced the water heater.  He also reports that he approved a request from the Home & School Committee to hold pasta nights on Fridays of Lent to fix up the front of the school.
Old Business
Strategic Planning:

Discussion was held in reference to the various strategies that were proposed for each of the goals.  It was decided that we would have the Pastoral Plan finalized and ready for publication by March 1st.  The pastoral council decided to have two additional meeting to discuss the plan.  The first meeting will be held on January 29th at 7 PM in the Clairvaux Center and the second on February 20th at 7 PM in the school.  It was also decided that additional input was needed from the school and religious formation departments.  It was decided that Ellie Seward (school principal), Tom Sage (school board president), JoAnne Raleigh (religious formation director), 
Mischel Anderson (home & school contact), 
and Katherine Bonella (childcare director) would be asked to attend the next pastoral council meeting so that they may offer their input as to the pastoral plan as it relates to them.  At that meeting, the council will not have their formal reports as they have in the past so that the meeting could focus on these peoples input to the pastoral plan.
Next meeting will be February 26th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Matt Simon will lead prayer and Andy Simon will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Michelle Raleigh.        
