Parish Pastoral
Council Minutes

February 26, 2008
Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Matt Simon.

Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports
Fellowship:
Matt Simon reports that the Athletic Club had the Valentine’s Dance on February 15th and is currently having the 6th grade basketball tournament which will end on Feb. 29th.  Twenty-eight teams are participating in the tournament this year.  The Athletic Club will have elections for the president and treasurer positions in April.  Nominations can be submitted at the March meeting or sent directly to Mike Griffith.  The Athletic Club Banquet is tentatively scheduled for May.  Matt Simon further reports that the Knights of Columbus held their free-throw contest in February.  Andrew Macaitis moved on to the district level.  They will have a corned beef dinner on March 8th.  Matt Simon reports that there are currently 24 children involved in Scouts.  The Pinewood Derby will be held on March 
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8th after the Corned Beef Dinner.  The Scouts including the Girl Scouts will sponsor the St. Bernard’s Grounds Clean-Up on April 27th.

Old Business
Strategic Planning:

The Pastoral Council had many guests in attendance at the meeting from the School Board, Religious Formation, and Child Care to discuss the Pastoral Strategic Plan in reference to those programs.  Valerie Niemeyer began with a welcome and introductions of the council and the guests were made.  The guests were as follows:  Kathy Bonella (child care), Ellie Seward (school board), Jody Mangiameli (school board), Jill Osantowski (school board), Marsha Kalkowski (school board), Maureen Lamoureux (school board), Tom Sage (school board), Jeff McGill (school board), and JoAnne Raleigh (religious formation).  Each group then talked briefly about what they had been doing lately.  
· Kathy Bonella reported that the child care is now fully staffed.  She has been spending most of her time restructuring and organizing.  She reports that there are opening in toddlers (2-3 yrs) and infants.  
· Ellie Seward reports that the school has been planning the Pre-K and Kindergarten previews.  They try to gain interest in the school with mailings and their sign.  They feel they need to work within the school to find out what kids are out there to come to the school.  Ellie also believes that the Catholic Voice should promote the Catholic schools more.  Ellie also reported that Creighton University’s Alumni Service Day will use St. Bernard’s as a service site this year on April 12th.  The school board thinks that it is important to get a broader support from others in the parish and retain and attract the younger families.  
· JoAnne Raleigh reports that the Religious Formation program has 27 families this year.  She says that she is part-time this year.  Every year she sends a letter out to all students in the parish between 1st and 8th grades who are not registered in the school to invite them to religious formation.  JoAnne reports that there are eighty-five children in the parish not involved in either the school or religious formation programs.  Religious Formation would like greater support from parish at large.  She states that athletic tournaments during religious formation time are a frustration because the students can’t stay focused.  Evening Prayer on Wednesdays during Advent and Lent is also a frustration because religious formation is unable to utilize the Church during these important seasons.
A background of the steps the pastoral council has done to develop the strategic plan was discussed.  The first step was the All-Parish Assembly in April 2007.  The info from the Assembly was put into topics.  A meeting with all the parish leadership from all the different organizations followed in November 2007 using the info from the Assembly.  The goals for the Strategic Plan came from that November meeting.  It was mentioned that at all meetings communication has been a central theme.  The group decided that they would like to meet more often to update each other on what is going on with respect to their various programs.  They would like representatives from all parish committees to be involved in that group.
The meeting closed with the group discussing the positives that St. Bernard has to offer over other parishes.

Next meeting will be March 25th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Tom Bogacz will lead prayer and Micki Frost will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Michelle Raleigh.        
