Parish Pastoral
Council Minutes

August 28, 2007

Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Jan Lamoureux.

Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business

Valerie Niemeyer read a letter from the Poor Clares thanking the members of St. Bernard’s Parish for the packet sent to them at their loss of Sr. M. Cecilia.

An updated committee report list was given out.

Committee Reports

Social Ministry:

Micki Frost reported that Sue Keyser is always looking for people to serve at St. Bernard’s designated time at the Francis House.  The confirmation candidates will serve in September and the Junior Girl Scout troop will help in November.  

Micki Frost also reports that the Respect Life organization is having a rosary in December organized by Rosanne Chrystal.  Rosanne is also the contact for the Life Chain.

Members:

Father Spenner   
551-0269 

Steve Andrews

556-9288 

Tom Bogacz

572-0490  

Krista Freimuth
677-0737

Micki Frost

933-2763


Jan Lamoureux
572-8223

Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811

Andy Simon 

932-5463

Matt Simon

572-6654

Rick Simon

572-1789 (excused) 
Micki Frost further reports that she spoke to Barb Siebrandt in reference to the Nursing Home Minisrty.  Barb reports that they do have enough volunteers but are always looking for more people that are willing to share their gifts in this way.  She says that among other things they meet at Immanuel Center on Thursday morning and help bring the residents down to Mass.

Education:

Andy Simon reported:

JoAnne Raleigh reports that Religious Formation classes begin on September 5th at 6:30 PM.  Invitations were sent out to both those students that are previous Religious Formation students and the families of those students that have children of catechetical age that do not attend either Religious Formation or St. Bernard’s school.  At the request of some of last year’s eighth graders, high school aged students have also been invited for a Bible study program.  JoAnne is still looking for someone to teach the Children’s Initiation on Wednesday nights.  This program will begin in October.  If anyone is interested in this ministry contact JoAnne.

Valerie Niemeyer reported:

Deb Waskowiak reports that the Youth Ministry office has moved to room 104 in the school.  Her new phone number is 934-3599.  She is still finishing up the flamingo flocking.  They have made a little over $3000.  Deb has been working with other local youth ministers for events for next year.  They are planning a cosmic bowling lock-in for the Sr. High, a middle school jam, and an underground church event.  The events will kick off this year with an ice cream social Sept. 9th for the middle school.  Deb is also sitting on the advisory council for the Archdiocesan Youth Camp.  The camp is now open.  Anyone wishing to see it can contact Deb. 

Fellowship:
Matt Simon reported that the Athletic Club has redone the gym floor.  They are currently gathering money for maintenance for the field.

Matt also reports that the new contact for the Scouts is Dale Johnson.

Jan Lamoureux reported that Sheila Osterhaus reports that Christian Family Movement (CFM) has been pretty quiet this summer.  They had a picnic and also a house blessing for one of their members.  They will be starting a new book study in September.  They are reading the book “Families Choose Life”.

Pastor’s Report

Fr. Spenner chose two trustees Michelle Raleigh and Kelly Nalty for the corporation of St. Bernard Parish.  Fr. Spenner mentioned that he was contacted by Ellie Seward who encourages St. Bernard to be involved in the Cathedral Parade on the 100th Anniversary of St. Cecilia’s.  Each parish will have a sign and walk as a group in this parade.  Information can be obtained from Joan Fogarty at 553-4449.  Fr. Spenner reports that the boilers and asbestos are all out of the boiler room and new windows are planned for next year.  The architects are drawing up plans for the next phase of the church renovation.  The chancery is realigning parish boundaries across Omaha.  A large discussion was held as to how the parish is taxed and some of the changes made by the Archdiocese as to how finances are done.

Old Business

Donut Sunday:

The Welcoming Committee has drafted a letter to be sent out to all the groups and ministries of St. Bernard Parish.  The letter outlines the new method devised for Donut Sunday.  A question was posed as to where the initial funding would come from and if some groups might have a preference on the month they host.  The Welcoming Comm. estimates that the initial cost would be $75 a month for needed materials with that money being gained later in donations.

Strategic Planning:

Valerie passed out a one-page summary that she drafted to be put in the bulletin to update the parish as to the steps taken since the Assembly.  Feedback was given and Andy Simon will make needed changes before it is put in the bulletin.  Discussion was held as to what extent the parish leadership should be involved in forming the Strategic Plan for St. Bernard Parish.  It was decided that a meeting would be held on October 14th from 1 PM to 2:30 PM with representatives from all groups and ministries of St. Bernard’s.  The pastoral council would like to see two representatives from each group attend.

Next meeting will be September 25th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Matt Simon will lead prayer and Steve Andrews will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Michelle Raleigh.        

*****Attention****

All St. Bernard Ministries and Groups
A meeting is going to be held October 14th from 1PM-2:30PM. We will discuss your role in St. Bernard’s Strategic Plan.  Plan on attending.  The Pastoral Council is hoping to have 2 representatives from each ministry.  More info to follow.
