Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

May 27, 2010
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ John Winters.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PASTOR’S REPORT -
Father Melchior reports that the new principal of the school, Jim Daro, will start on July 1st.  Mr. Daro and Fr. Sam were introduced to the parish staff at one of the staff’s recent meetings.  Father Gutowski will be leaving in June to start his new role as pastor of St. Joseph’s in Springfield.  Father Melchior authorized a mailing to be sent to all Parishioners around the 1st of June.  Its purpose is to provide an update on the rectory roof and related costs, etc.  The Sunday collections for the June fiscal-year-end are anticipated to be down a bit this year.

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Pat Malcolm to Micki Frost

LITURGY

The committee addressed several items at its May 10th meeting.  These items included, but were not limited to, Fr. Melchior’s 20th 
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anniversary to the priesthood, farewell reception for Fr. Gutowski, a “welcome aboard” reception for Father Bandiera, the Appreciation Dinner (which is scheduled later in the year), and the Feast of St. Bernard Celebration, which is scheduled for August 22nd.
Submitted by the Dinner Auction Committee
DINNER AUCTION  at the May 11th meeting, the committee continued working on various aspects of the Dinner Auction.  The event is scheduled for Saturday October 23rd; the theme is Buckaroo Bash.  Discussions at the meeting included corporate tables, raffles, donations, music, auction items, and food for the event.
Submitted by Cindy Brison to Melissa McGill:

HOME & SCHOOL –  
Home and School finished another successful school year.  The entire 

school made their annual trip to Schramm Park for a great field day in May.  Thanks to all the parents that volunteered!  Upcoming 

events--garage sale in July; Dinner Auction in October.  Please encourage families with school aged children to attend St. Bernard's--it's the best bargain in town, and we have room for more families.  Watch the 

bulletin for back to school activities.  Continue to clip labels and save electronics for recycling.  Finally, we would like to thank Mrs. Seward for her great years of service to St. Bernard's and our students. 

Submitted by Kathy Bonilla to Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE -
We will be hiring 2 full-timers by fall.  We have about 17 School-agers signed up for summer.    We raised $319.80 at our Bake Sale.  This will pay for 3 school buses 

for summer field trips.  We will be ordering new T-shirts for the children and staff to wear when going on field trips.  Anyone is welcomed to order! Cost is $6.50 for 

children and $7 for adults (same logo as last year's.)

SOCIAL JUSTICE -

Bob Schwarz and Dick Mori submitted minutes from this committee’s April 29th meeting.  Dr. Roger Bergman of Creighton University was the invited guest.  His topic was “Everything you wanted to know about Catholic Social Teaching but were afraid to Ask”.  His topic stimulated a good discussion by all persons present.  The meeting closed with a prayer by Fr. Melchior.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2010.
New Business (Parish Council)-
The council evaluated the brochure, Soul Food, which has been published regularly & distributed to the St. Bernard Parish Community since Advent, 2009.  The council reviewed the brochure in order to provide feedback regarding the publication.  Much work goes into the project, and the council discussed the extent of probable readership and the material presented in the brochure.  The council determined that Soul Food has good information and reaches some people.  This conclusion was to be relayed to Valerie Niemeyer who coordinates the project.
Additional New Business

The Council discussed its own focus and direction.  Father Melchior has ideas for new plans in the near future.

Old Business

The council completed the details of the Parish Pastoral Council elections which were planned for the weekend of June 5th and 6th.
TWENTY YEARS
The Council acknowledged the 20th anniversary of Father Melchior’s ordination to the priesthood.  We are grateful for his service to our parish and wish him much happiness going forward.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be June 22ND, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.   Micki Frost will lead prayer.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Paul McNally & Jan Lamoureux.    
