Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

March 23, 2010
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Jan Lamoureux.
Minutes for January and February were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PASTOR’S REPORT -
Father Melchior reports that new software is being installed in the Parish offices.  The application is ParishSOFT; it is web based with good potential.  It can work through the Archdiocesan network /server and will help integrate data; full implementation will most likely be completed in the Summer.  Parishioner Bob Schwarz is providing the leadership for the implementation of this application.

Father Melchior and the Finance Committee hope to finalize the Parish Budget soon.  

A search committee was formed to look for a new Principal for the Five Day School.  Several persons have applied; interviews were scheduled to begin in late-March.
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Chris Bennett 
536-0209
Micki Frost

679-5850
Karen Kafka

933-6727 

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646  

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 

Melissa McGill
553-4369 

Paul McNally

455-7171

Matt Simon

572-6654 Excused

John Winters  
689-1030
COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Reported by Pat Malcolm to Micki Frost

LITURGY/ADULT FAITH/ RCIA
Pat submitted a list of the Holy Week events.  These included Palm Sunday Services, the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral, Tuesday Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Thursday and Good Friday Services as well as the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday and the Easter Sunday Masses.
Pat also reported that RCIA candidate Jay Dundon, due to a job relocation, was received into the Church on February 20.  He received the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist.  Several people are interested in the RCIA program for next year, and Pat hopes to start an Inquiry Class after Easter so people do not need to wait until August.

Pat now coordinates the calendar for the school gymnasium and cafeteria for social events.  If anyone wants to reserve the cafeteria or the gym for an event other than sports, they should contact Pat Malcolm at the rectory.  The Athletic Club continues to schedule sporting events.  Pat works with the Athletic Club in an effort to avoid conflicts between the two venues.

Reported by Sheila Osterhaus to Jan Lamoureux
OTOC (Omaha Together One Community)-  Sheila Osterhaus  and Joe Higgs (part time OTOC lead organizer) convey their thanks to the Parish Pastoral Council for the opportunity to be on the agenda at the Councils’ February meeting.  As a follow up to that, there will be a meeting with people from St. Bernard’s on April 15th at 7pm in the Clairvaux Center.  Sheila plans to extend personal invitations to this meeting.  She would appreciate it if one or two members of the Council would be willing to put this meeting on their calendars to attend.   

Submitted by Matt Simon

Athletic Club -
President and Treasurer positions will be elected in May. Please forward potential candidate names to Dennis Meisenbach. The Athletic Banquet will be held May 5th.

 

Education Support Team -
The Education Support Team's focuses will be to continue to improve and grow the Feast of St. Bernard celebration and to increase the communication between the key groups that support the School, Religious Formation, Youth Group and Child Care. 

Social Justice Committee – Dick Mori from the Social Justice Committee submitted minutes from the committee’s February 16th meeting. The group listened to a recent radio broadcast from the American bishops on comprehensive immigration reform and other matters. Key points of the broadcast:  the need for a pathway to citizenship, how to provide safe migration, and restoration of due process protection for immigrants.    The Committee thanks Dave Haberman for his monthly inserts to the Bulletin to educate the Parish on the Documents and Guidance that the Church has published on the importance of supporting Social Justice as part of Christ’s mission.  The clarity and value of these inserts have been recognized by two other Catholic parishes, and these parishes are interested in using the inserts.  Many of the Parish’s ministry groups were represented at the meeting and contributed updates from their respective groups.   The next meeting is scheduled for April 29th ; the guest speaker will be Dr, Roger Bergman, a Creighton University professor and author on Social Justice issues.  The Committee hopes to open up the meeting to a wider group of people.
Old Business (Parish Council)-
A summary of the strategic pastoral plan was distributed to the Parish in a recent Bulletin.  Most of the items on the plan have been accomplished.  Stay tuned for activities going forward.   
New Business (Parish Council)-
The Council discussed the elections of three (3) new members to the Parish Pastoral Council.  These new members will be elected to begin serving in the 2010 – 2011 term.  Elections are typically held in the month of May.   The Parish, working through the Pastor and Council, is proceeding to develop a roster of candidates for these positions.
The dates for two upcoming Parish Pastoral Council meetings have been changed.  The May meeting will be Thursday, May 27th and the July meeting will be Thursday, July 29th.  The time for each meeting is 7 PM.
The meeting closed with prayer; Karen Kafka provided treats during the fellowship which followed the business meeting.

Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be April 27th, 7 PM in the Clairvaux Center. John Winters will lead prayer and Micki Frost will share treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Paul McNally & Jan Lamoureux

