Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

January 26, 2010
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Chris Bennett.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Five Day School and School Board -
Principal Ellie Seward attended the meeting to give her report directly to the Parish Pastoral Council.   Mrs. Seward reported that current activities include tuition collection and recruitment.   The East Side Story for the CORE schools is a form of recruitment; this recent event went well.  Other recruitment efforts include running ads in the Omaha World Herald; contacting parents of 4 & 5 year olds; and utilizing the Catholic Voice.  In addition, the National Catholic Education Association has records of children baptized at St. Bernard; these records can be used to contact parents to see if they would like to send their children to St. Bernard School.

 

Mrs. Seward also reported that we have been working on the school’s fire doors for 
8 years. It has been hard knowing exactly what we need.  During the past 
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several years, we have worked with several Fire Captains and their interpretations of what we are allowed. We plan on replacing the fire doors a little bit at a time.

 The School Board will help with a new student program to improve reading, especially to get the kids to read more. They will start with a survey.   We will be using the SMART program for our tuition billing. The program including its benefits will be explained in detail at the Home and School meeting on March 11th.

 

We have 186 students currently enrolled at St. Bernard.    There are 90 children in the daycare.   The Council thanks Mrs. Seward for her informative report.
PASTOR’S REPORT

Father Melchior reports Eucharistic Adoration will be expanded during the Tuesdays of Lent.  Adoration will be from Noon until 10pm and will include Benediction and Exposition. 
Deb Waskowiak resigned her position as Youth Minister effective 2/28/2010.  
 
The tuition system has been simplified to two rates for parishioners and non-parishioners. The non-parishioner rate has been significantly lowered.

The confirmation program will go to a 2 year program to meet the minimum 20 kids per confirmation class.

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
Reported by Kathy Bonilla to Melissa McGill

Childcare   -  Childcare is very excited to get 3 heating units in kitchen, toddler room, and preschool 1.  They also got a new commercial air conditioner in preschool 2 (the previous air conditioner broke down last year).  All rooms are full with waiting lists except for 4 openings in preschool 1.  They have had 7 snow days so far!

Reported by Cindy Brison to Melissa McGill

Home & School -   Home and School’s fund-raising efforts through Red Wheel, Hy-Vee receipts and the Good Search Website did well in the fall.  We are gearing up for Clubs Choice in the spring.  The Christmas concert was beautiful.  Catholic Schools week started January 31st with the pancake breakfast and book fair.    The annual book fair ran the week following.  The Carnival is on the horizon.  We will celebrate Teacher's appreciation day on April 7.  Home and School is still looking for volunteers to work at the Qwest Center during events to raise money for St. Bernard's.  The first event was February 20th.  If anyone is interested in being trained to work a food stand, please contact Colleen Fleek or Cindy Brison.   Next meeting is March 11th
Reported by Sr. Susan Ivis to Jan Lamoureux   
Pastoral Ministries -   Sr. Susan Ivis reports that she is as busy as ever and when the weather minimizes the opportunity to make visits, she catches up on phone calls, etc.  She continues to see a need for transportation.   Another need is to have more EMHCs for the homebound.  New EMHCs (possibly family members of the homebound) might be mandated for this purpose.  The parish can provide information on the mandation process.

 

Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be February 23rd, 7 PM in the Clairvaux Center. Micki Frost will lead prayer and Melissa McGill will share treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

