Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

February 23, 2010
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Micki Frost.
Minutes for January and February will be reviewed at the March meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Child Care -
Kathy Bonilla, Director of St. Bernard Child Care, attended the meeting to share her report directly with the Parish Pastoral Council.  She gave the current demographics of the Child Care, discussed employment opportunities and Summer Enrollment.  She also mentioned recent and future improvements as well as current needs.   Thanks to Kathy for her informative presentation.
OTOC (Omaha Together One Community)-  Parishioner Sheila Osterhaus, along with Joe Higgs (OTOC’s part-time lead organizer) and parishioner Dick Mori were participants at the Council’s meeting as well.  Their intent was to refresh the council on what OTOC is and to report 
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upcoming activities.  Omaha Together One Community is a multi-ethnic interfaith organization whose goal is to recreate community.  It aims to bring people of disparate backgrounds together to build a stronger community.  A fundraiser is scheduled March 20th at the Hot Shops Art Center.  The St. Bernard component of OTOC wishes to build its core leadership group and is looking for members for same.  OTOC is planning a House Meeting campaign in the Fall.  The Council learned that the current St. Bernard Day Care was envisioned at a House Meeting approximately 15 years ago.
PASTOR’S REPORT -
Improvements are being developed for the information technology elements of the parish offices (coordinating with the Archdiocese’s server and software, etc.)  A parishioner is providing the expertise in this area.
Father Melchior continues to work with the Finance Committee regarding a master budget for the parish.  

Father Melchior reports that Principal Ellie Seward will not return next school year.  The parish thanks Mrs. Seward for her many years of service to the children and school families.  A search committee is being formed to look for another person.
Father shared a press release regarding Roncalli Catholic High School’s fund drive.  The school has raised $1.4 Million in pledges, etc. toward its goal of $2.75 million.
Eucharistic Adoration typically held on Tuesday evenings has been expanded during Lent.  The hours during Lent will be Noon to 10pm.
ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Reported by Principal Ellie Seward to Chris Kalkowski    
Five Day School & School Board -
Surveys are being prepared as part of the Archdiocesan School Improvement Plan.  Surveys will go to parents, teachers and students.  This effort is being coordinated primarily by the School Board.
 

Reading for grades 3 & 4 will be provided through the textbook loan program.
 

Creighton University nurses and students conducted health screenings for our students.  Rescreening will be March 18.
 

Recruitment underway.  A brochure and invitation to an interested parent meeting on March 2.  The brochure will be in the World Herald in four zip codes.  10,000 brochures will be distributed.
 
SMART tuition collection will be the topic at the March 11 Home & School Meeting.
 

On Friday, Feb. 19, a representative from Omaha Door & Window toured the building with our School Fire Captain, Mike Green.  The Omaha Door & Window gentleman will be setting up a plan to make all the necessary changes OR to do one floor at a time.
 

Mark O'Brien has recently been hired at the Catholic School Office as the Marketing and Strategic Planning person.
 

Room repairs (for the leak in the gym) will be made when the snow melts.
 

The Grant Application for the Macdonald Grant was submitted on February 13.
 

Tom Robertson, School Board President, will be completing training for working with parents.  He will be presenting that to the School Board.
 

Reported by JoAnne Raleigh to Melissa McGill   
Religious Formation  -  Religious Formation has been working very hard so far this year.  We have seven catechists and 38 students.  We are very fortunate to have two catechists in the 5th & 6th  grade class as well as the junior high.

Twenty-two eighth graders were confirmed in November.  Bishop Malone conferred the Sacrament on our students.  The students have had special weekend classes as well as service opportunities this last year in 

preparation for the Sacrament.

In December, 24 second graders received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  Reconciliation preparation consists of two family classes and six weeks of special catechesis for the Sacrament.  The second graders are preparing to receive their first Eucharist the Second Sunday of Easter at the noon Mass.  Eucharist preparation consists of two family classes and six weeks of special catechesis.

A meeting was called to explain to our seventh grade parents the reasons 

behind the move to conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation every two 

years instead of yearly.  The Archdiocese's guidelines for the Sacrament say that we must present no fewer than twenty candidates.  There are 18 in our present seventh grade and subsequent classes have small numbers.   It was decided that we will now ask the Archbishop to come for the Sacrament only every two years.  After the guidelines were explained, everyone seemed to understand the reasons behind the decision.

The 3rd  & 4th grade will have a Family Class this week and the 5th & 6th  grade will have a Family Class on March 17th with Prayer Services in the school chapel after.  The school of Religious Formation will invite all our families to an Event on April 14th where we will have some catechesis, a craft and some fellowship.

Submitted by Matt Simon

Athletic Club -
The 6th Grade Basketball Tournament was held from February 20th through the 28th. Donut Sunday Sponsored by the Athletic Club and the Day Care will be on March 7th.    Officer elections will be held in May for the President and Treasurer positions. The Athletic Banquet will be on May 5th

 

Scouts -
The Scouts are holding their pinewood derby in the gym on Sunday, March 21 at 
1 pm. The Scout Blue & Gold banquet was February 22nd. We had two scouts 'graduate' over to boy scouts. The Scouts will hold their annual flower sales on Mother's Day weekend before and after Masses.

Education Support Team -
The team met in January. The team membership is currently being evaluated to assure we have adequate representation from the clubs/boards supporting the School, Day Care, Youth Group and Religious Formation. Additionally, the team is reviewing its 2010 focuses which will include continuing to sponsor the Feast of St. Bernard celebration. The team's next meeting is March 9th.

Reported by Linda Speers and Ryan Weathers to Chris Bennett 
Carnival -  The carnival this year will be held Sunday, May 2nd. The first meeting is coming up soon.    Games have been selected.   A call for volunteers was issued in a recent Take Home Tuesday.   Advertisements for the carnival are in motion.   One big change this year...The tent will now be positioned in much the same fashion as it was during the Feast of St. Bernard Celebration, along 65th street.  

Old Business -
The Council decided the majority of the items in the current strategic pastoral plan have been accomplished.  Stay tuned for activities going forward.   
New Business -
Preparations are underway for the elections of three (3) new members to the Parish Pastoral Council.  These new members will be elected to begin serving in the 2010 – 2011 term.  Elections are typically held in the month of May.  
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be March 23rd, 7 PM in the Clairvaux Center. Jan Lamoureux will lead prayer and Micki Frost will share treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

