Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

September 22, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

Members:

Father Melchior   
551-0269

Chris Bennett 

536-0209 (Excused)
Micki Frost

933-2763 
Karen Kafka

933-6727 

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646  

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 

Melissa McGill

553-4369 (Excused)
Paul McNally

455-7171 (Excused)
Matt Simon

572-6654 
John Winters  

689-1030
The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Micki Frost.
Minutes from the August meeting will be reviewed at the October meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PASTOR’S REPORT

Father Melchior reports that Archbishop Lucas approved the needed repairs to the rectory roof as well as the replacement of some exterior doors in the rectory.  The accepted bid came in less than anticipated.  The parish recently spent about $8,000 for emergency repairs to specific sections on the gym roof.  These were needed as the result of recent leakage in parts of the gym and cafeteria. St. Bernard recently hosted a meeting of the C.O.R.E. schools.  A mission appeal is planned for the weekend of September 26th and 27th; the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal will be held the weekend of October 3rd and 4th.  As a parish, we receive more money back from the Archdiocesan 

Appeal than what we typically contribute.  We are hoping to meet our goal this year.
COMMITTEE  REPORTS

Reports from the parish committees and ministry groups are made to the Parish Pastoral Council (Council) on a regular basis.  Typically, a Council member contacts the committee or ministry group for the report and then submits it to the Council.  A summary of each report is included in the minutes of the Council’s meeting.  Going forward, at least one committee representative will give the committee’s report directly to the Council at the Council’s regular meeting; this will provide an opportunity for enhanced communication and visibility between the ministry groups and the Council.  The first direct-report is planned for the Council’s October meeting.  
EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM
The Education Support Team (Team) evolved nearly 2 years ago after the Parish Pastoral Council, the School Board, Religious Formation, Child Care and others thought there was a need for a joint group to plan & coordinate the ongoing interests of these said groups.  At that time, Matt Simon agreed to represent the Council and provide the initial leadership of the Team.   Matt will be easing out of this role and is looking toward the next steps regarding the future of the Team.    Important goals of the Team include 1) marketing the school [for possibly of goal of 250 students], 2) emergency funding for students [school and religious formation, etc], 3) Scholarships and Tuition, and  4) Continuing the celebration of the Feast of St. Bernard.  In order to achieve these goals, the Team will want to review their action items, concentrate on communication between the groups and consider possible budgets in some areas.  Going forward, the Team is looking for new leadership.
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski
SCHOOL BOARD & FIVE DAY SCHOOL - 
Mrs. Seward reports that, at Father Melchior’s request, Monsignor Gilg provided an in-service that included a history of education since Biblical days.  He also reviewed materials which describe the function of a Catholic School Board.  Close to 30% of the students in Grade 7 qualify for the Duke TIP Program.  ITBS testing takes place the week of September 28th.  
Submitted by Father Melchior
YOUTH MINISTRY
Deb Waskowiak reports that the Youth Group kicked off with their annual Sundae/Sunday on September 16th.  There were 20 middle school youth in attendance.  The middle school is in the process of establishing a core group which will help plan upcoming events and service projects.  Many of the of middle school youth are planning to attend the “Going Ape” youth rally, which is being held at St. Robert’s on Sunday, October 18th.  This is a multiparish event planned by the Youth Ministers and DRE’s of the Archdiocese.  The middle school will meet again on Sunday October 4th for their regular Sunday night meeting and will have their annual hayrack ride at the end of the month.
The Senior High Youth Group also kicked off with the annual Sundae/Sunday on September 20th; 6 were in attendance.  Some of the Sr. High students planned to gather September 27th at the Eldon F. Curtiss Camp & Retreat Center for the archdiocese fall festival.  The Sr. High group is planning on a miniature golf outing Sunday October 11th and will gather for a hayrack ride/haunted house at the end of the month.  
Submitted by Matt Simon
ATHLETIC CLUB

New soccer uniforms were purchased and distributed.  Volleyball is in full force.  The seventh-grade volleyball tournament is tentatively scheduled for the 3rd week in October. 
SCOUTS
The first scout meeting was held on August 31st.  Our kids all went to camp this summer and there was a Scout swim party on August 11th.   The scouts went camping the weekend of September 19th & 20th.  They also helped the Knights of Columbus with their pancake breakfast on September 27th.   The scouts are planning to sell popcorn before and after Masses on October 3rd and 4th.  
Submitted by John Winters

ST. VINCENT de PAUL

Grant Hrabovsky reports that with the closing of St. Richard Parish, the territory supported by this ministry has grown.  Our pantry is currently running low as is our funding for financial outreach.  Any support is greatly appreciated.  In addition, there is a greater need for volunteers to deliver items to those in need.  Interested parties should contact Grant Hrabovsky at 571-9587.
Submitted by Karen Kafka
DINNER AUCTION

Per Krista Freimuth, as of this date (September 22nd) there are 40 paid reservations for the Dinner Auction.  The committee is looking for more volunteers.
STRATEGIC PASTORAL PLAN – Six Month Review
The Council reviewed the 6-month status of the Strategic Pastoral Plan.  The review revealed that some Action Items have been implemented, e.g., the Celebration of the Feast Day of St. Bernard and praying for an increase in the participation in the life of the Church at St. Bernard’s.  Prayers are offered for this intention at parish-related meetings.  Other Action Items and goals are ongoing.  A revised Strategic Pastoral Plan is scheduled for March 2010.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be October 20th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.      John Winters will lead prayer and Jan Lamoureux will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Micki Frost and Jan Lamoureux.    
