Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

October 20, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Chris Bennett invited Deb Waskowiak to the meeting to present her regular report on YOUTH MINISTRY.  There are two sections of the Youth Group:  Middle School and Senior High. Goals of the Youth Group are to have fun at social events, be introduced to spiritual experiences and potentially develop leadership skills. Deb discussed a lot of the ministry’s recent and upcoming activities.   A few of the ones she mentioned were regular meetings, a scavenger hunt, discussions including  topics such as Guardian Angels, the “Dash Line”, and Dead Theologians Society.  Some members participated in Go A.P.E (Always Pray Everyday).   Food & prayer are integral components of activities as are social events. Cosmic bowling, Movie & Dinner Night as well as serving at the Francis House are scheduled for November.  St. Bernard Youth Group is now on Facebook.  The group could benefit from the use of additional adult volunteers.  The Councils thanks Deb for her informative report.
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Submitted by Matt Simon
ATHLETIC CLUB

The 2009 Volleyball tournament is scheduled for the week of November 2nd. 

Basketball rosters have been completed and practices will begin in November. 

Candidates for the President and Treasurer positions are needed for the spring 2010 elections. 

EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM

The next meeting will be in November to discuss the team's 2010 goals.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS IMPROVEMENT TEAM 

An architectural firm has been contracted to develop a St. Bernard's Campus Master Plan. 

Individuals from the Athletic Club and the Building and Grounds Improvement Team will meet with the architect to discuss the proposed plans to develop athletic fields north of the school

Submitted by Jan Lamoureux
PASTORAL MINISTRIES

Sister Susan Ivis reports that things are going well with Pastoral Ministries.  She continues to provide support for those who are homebound, in the hospital, in care centers etc. as well as for those who have experienced the death of a loved one.  Sister notes that we could use auxiliary support in some areas, particularly for transportation, especially to Mass.    

CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT (CFM)

Sheila Osterhaus reports that CFM’s new session has begun; the membership is the same as last session with the possibility of a new couple who is considering joining the group.  The book this year is Works of Mercy, Acts of Love.  It addresses the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  CFM had a picnic during the Summer; they also visited the Holy Family Shrine located off the Interstate by Gretna.  This group is planning their annual cookie fundraiser later in the Fall.  Proceeds from this effort will be given to two or three charitable organizations.
OMAHA TOGETHER ONE COMMUNITY (OTOC)

Sheila Osterhaus reports that members of OTOC hosted a meeting prior to the City Council Budget Hearing to discuss Mayor Suttle’s budget proposals.   They then went to the City Council Budget Hearing to present their views on the budget.  Both events were very well attended.  OTOC also participated in a press conference a couple days prior the City Council Budget hearing.  Fr. Melchior is planning to meet with OTOC’s part-time Organizer, Joe Higgs.  OTOC is planning a House Meeting Campaign in the Spring.   One of the goals for these meetings is to ask how people feel about the current OTOC agendas.

OUTREACH
Valerie Niemeyer and Michelle Raleigh presented the vision of Outreach to the St. Bernard Staff on Sept 30th.  Jan Lamoureux represented the Parish Pastoral Council at the meeting.  Action items were discussed:  Distribute a monthly “Faith Formation Update”, Incorporate personal testimonials or witness talks in sacramental preparation whenever possible, Establish a faith formation lending library.  Implementation of the action items will be the next step.
PASTOR’S REPORT

Father Melchior reports that next year, the School will be moving to a third party system for tuition collection.  Additional info will be available during the Registration process for the next school year.  The school is looking to increase enrollment and ease the collection process.
As of the date of the meeting (October 20th), $23,000 had been pledged toward a goal of $30,000 for the Annual Appeal.

Work is commencing on the needed repairs to the rectory.  So far, $11,000 has been raised by the second collection for this project.

There has been an increase in the number of people attending Mass at St. Bernard.  Father is considering adding a Noon Mass on Sundays.
NEW BUSINESS
The Council, scheduled to co-host Donut Sunday with School Board after the 8am and 10am Masses on November 1st, finalized details for same.
The Parish Pastoral Council will host a meeting with the representatives of the Parish ministry groups and committees.  This meeting is scheduled for Sunday November 15th and details of the agenda for that meeting were discussed.

The Council scheduled a Christmas party for themselves and their families.  The date is December 15th.
Meeting was closed with prayer and reflection led by John Winters.

Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be November 24th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.      
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Paul McNally and Jan Lamoureux.    
