Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

November 24, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

PASTOR’S REPORT
Father Melchior reports the roof repair is going along nicely. The work is clearly visible; part of the parking lot on the north side of the Rectory has been blocked off for the construction workers equipment.

 We continue to use the second collection to pay for this construction.
The new Noon Mass starts the first Sunday of Advent, November 29th with music.

Many committees and groups will not meet again until January.
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New Business
Much of our Strategic Plan has been fulfilled that was drawn up after the whole parish meeting in April 2007. We will be looking at the old plan and drawing up a new plan to present to the parish.
COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Athletic Club - 
Basket ball practice has started.
Girl Scouts - 
The Girl Scouts have been very active this winter. They are caroling in December and will be going on a field trip in January among other activities.
Social Justice -
Tim Sully from the Sienna Francis House (SFH) spoke at the meeting about their ministry. SFH has been operating in Omaha for 8.5 years as a Homeless shelter. They provide shelter for about 460 Men, Women and Children each night. On the busiest nights after the beds are filled, mattresses are laid on the floor and chairs are put along the wall for some folks to sleep sitting up. In the morning a light breakfast is served before the guests must leave, sack lunches are provided at noon, and about 350 hot meals are served for supper. There is an addiction recovery program that handles about 79 clients, it is a 4 month program and veterans go to the top of the list. The City of Omaha has purchased and renovated a Day services Center, which they gave to SFH to run, it costs about $400,000 a year to maintain, the city helps with some expenses, volunteers provided some services.

Ed Osterhaus reported for St. Vincent DePaul; their pantry is low and they do not have any money to help with rent or utilities at this time; they are also reviewing what they will do for this year’s Christmas program.

Sheila Osterhaus reported for OTOC.  They spent most of the summer monitoring the City Budget. House meetings are being planned for the Spring to discover issues most important to Omaha citizens.

Marilou Roth reported that Respect Life is planning a baby shower to gather gifts for a shelter that helps young mothers.  She thanked the 24 people that attended the Life chain this year.  She also reminded us that the last week in October is National Prevent Domestic Violence week.

Sheila Osterhaus reported for Christian Family Movement (CFM).  They will be selling cookie dough to raise funds to their annual gift to Heifer International, an organization that provides animals (like a goat) to families to provide for their daily needs.

Paul McNally represented the Parish Council, and mentioned a parish strategy meeting that is planned for November 15, 2009.

Ed Osterhaus reported on some recent training for the Deacon community on Catholic Social teaching, the theme was, ‘Consider an attitude of Service rather than Help’.

There we some positive comments about the inserts that Dave Haberman has been writing for the parish bulletin on Catholic Social Justice; they appear monthly on the back of the parish calendar.
The Social Justice Committee winter meeting was postponed until Tuesday, February 16.
Home and School - 
Parishioners are asked to continue to utilizing the Good Search website as a search engine, as we receive one cent for every search, and this all adds up. The family dance was a huge success.  

We are looking for anyone interested in training to work as a volunteer at the Qwest Center. A two hour training will occur again in January. Anyone interested, please contact Colleen Fleek or Cindy Brison. The school could earn quite a bit of money this way.  The school now has a counselor on a part time basis. The next Home and School meeting is January 14.
Knights of Columbus - 
The Knights will have a blood drive on Saturday, December 12th.
Fellow Knight Tim Meuting won an award with a prolife presentation at the Franciscan University of Steubenville Institute of Bioethics conference on The Value of Human Life. His presentation is entitled "Catechesis for Life: Human Dignity and the High School Curriculum.” He will be going to Steubenville to give his presentation.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be January 26th, 7 PM in the Clairvaux Center. Chris Bennett will lead prayer.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Paul McNally.    
