Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

May 26, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Melissa McGill.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  Kathy Bonilla reports that Child Care raised $836 at their garage sale.  These proceeds were used to help fund a new wall which was built in Child Care in April and also for the purchase of new window blinds.   Colleen Wessling is again working in the center this summer as a school-age teacher.
Child Care is looking for an artist to volunteer to paint/ sketch wall murals.  Themes of the murals would include Jungle, Under the Sea and Cat in a Hat.
Child Care is planning an end-of-the-summer field day on the school playground.  Details to follow.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Child Care (Kathy Bonilla).  Child Care would like to get 25 
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people to participate in Safe Environment training.  With this amount of participation, the training could be held at the center (preferably soon).  To date, 13 people are candidates.
Submitted by Matt Simon:

ATHLETIC CLUB-   The Golf Tournament was scheduled for May 30th.  The club is looking for new soccer uniforms.  Results of recent elections:  George Gehringer = Vice President and Karen Andresen = Secretary.  Prep High School offered St. Bernard’s a half-price deal on their basketball camp.
SCHOOL BUILDING & GROUNDS IMPROVEMENT  PLANNING TEAM-  
A few team members completed a walk-through of the School building/grounds; they were looking for required maintenance items.     A rendering of the proposed improvements to the area north of the school is in process.

Submitted by Paul McNally
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS- 
The Knights will be giving the Madonna School a check for $662.00; this is the amount raised during the Tootsie Roll drive  held the weekend of April 3rd, 4th and 5th.   The Knights sponsored a blood drive for the Red Cross on May 9th and will be seeking volunteer donors for their next blood drive which is scheduled for Saturday morning, July 11th.

GLORY BOUND CHOIR-   The GLORY BOUND CHOIR will present its annual musical on June 13th and 14th: “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”
Submitted by Jan Lamoureux

PASTORAL MINISTRIES-   Per Sr. Susan Ivis, she keeps busy in Pastoral Ministries providing support for those who are homebound, in the hospital, in care centers etc. as well as for those who have experienced the death of a loved one.  Sister Susan continues to see a need for auxiliary support in some areas, particularly for transportation.    All-in-all, things are going well.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT (CFM)-     
Sheila Osterhaus reports that the CFM group finished the book that they used as a guideline for discussion and education at group meetings this past year.    Their discussions included Church traditions.   Next year, they plan to focus on the spiritual and corporal works of mercy.  Recent activities, including serving at the Francis House and leading the Way of the Cross on Palm Sunday, went well.  Upcoming activities include a summer picnic and also a retreat in June at the Knowles Mercy Spirituality Center.  One of CFM’s goals is to recruit new members.
OMAHA TOGETHER ONE COMMUNITY (OTOC) -   Per Sheila Osterhaus, The Soup and Bread event held in Lent & facilitated by former parishioners Ron & Mary Lou Summers went well; their presentation was based on Social Justice issues in Guatemala.   OTOC will host a regional leaders training in Omaha in June.   OTOC continues its active role with the Education Committee.    OTOC and First United Methodist Church postponed their presentation of the musical, HONK (a take-off of The Ugly Duckling).   It is a morality play focusing on the acceptance of people who are different than we are.  The presentation is planned for the Fall.

Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer
WELCOMING THE FLOCK - 
Donut Sunday ministry hosts have been scheduled for the upcoming year. July's Donut Sunday will be replaced with a welcoming reception for Fr. Melchior on July 12th, hosted by the Liturgy Committee. 

With the appropriate approval, the Welcoming the Flock Committee wishes to change its name to the "Hospitality Committee," which we feel better reflects the scope of our mission.

Beginning this month, Welcoming members will hope to not only call new parishioners, but also arrange a home visit in order to bring a symbolic loaf of bread w/ a welcoming verse, to meet new parishioners and take their photos (with permission) for posting in the entry ways at Church.

We're blessed with a new committee member and Mass greeter, Norbert Wies. Still hoping to recruit more greeters for Sunday Masses. If you can be a welcoming smile to those joining us for Mass, call Linda Wolf for info - 551-6249.

Submitted by Michelle Raleigh
ST. VINCENT de PAUL -  Grant Hrabovsky reports that with the closing of St. Richard Parish, the boundaries will be redistributed between St. Philip Neri, Holy Name and St. Bernard.  This will mean that St. Bernard will probably be getting more calls.  They estimate an increase of 30%.  To handle the influx of calls, they really need more people to volunteer their time to help.  They would really appreciate any help people can give.  They continue to answer calls for help.

RELIGIOUS  FORMATION – JoAnne Raleigh reports that Religious Formation classes ended on April 29th with Mass.  All but one of our catechists have committed to return next year.  

The Confirmation candidates and their sponsors met April 26th to study the Ten Commandments.  They used the Adult Catechism of the Catholic Church to gain a better understanding of the Commandments.  The Confirmandi will take a pilgrimage to the Holy Family Shrine in June to attend Mass and study prayer.
 

The preschool religion classes continue to be taught on most Sundays during the 10:00 AM Mass.  We will take only a couple of Sundays off because of vacation.  

Submitted by Chris Kalkowski
SCHOOL BOARD  -
Roof repairs including flashing, tuckpointing, etc were completed or are near completion.    

Smoke alarms will cost an additional $4,000+ due to other areas needing detectors.  Work should begin almost immediately and be finished before the start of school in August.

Only one person showed interest in serving on the School Board. That was Colleen Barnes.  Therefore, no need for an election.  Two incumbents are returning.

Using a calling tree by room parents for volunteers for the Carnival was a success.   Field Day to Schramm Park turned out well once again.  A Target grant paid for the buses, and Home & School paid the park fee.

Mrs. Gillpatrick celebrated her 25th year of teaching at St. Bernard; entertainment was provided by each class. A reception was held in the cafeteria.  Her family and past St. Bernard teachers also attended.

Plans are still in the making for the outdoor playing field.   Several interested parishioners are involved with getting, in writing, what is needed for fire doors.  Interest was also shown in dismantling each of the heating units in the school, cleaning them and determining how well they are working.

Work is in progress to collect the number of volunteer hours performed by parishioners.

Two of our school's former Rotarian nominees were also selected as high school scholarship winners.  They are Conor Barnes who graduated  from Roncalli, and Ruthie Markey who graduated from Mercy.

The 8th grade awards dinner and graduation were  huge successes.

PASTOR’S REPORT-  
Father Spenner’s report (his last official one in 12 years as Pastor at St. Bernard Parish) embraced things which bring joy, including but not limited to, the story of the “ giggling girl” (a story often told by Father).   Fr. Spenner also reported that the transition between pastors has begun; he and Father Gerald Melchior (our incoming pastor) have had opportunities to review/ discuss various parish items.

Addendum to the Pastor’s Report:  The Parish Pastoral Council (a cumulative group from the past 12 years) thanks Father Spenner for his faithful, spiritual and practical leadership as he participated with the Council in its role as a consultative body to him, in his role as our pastor.   

Strategic Pastoral Plan:  
The March 2009 revision to the Strategic Pastoral Plan was reviewed by the Council to track the status of various goals and strategies.   The action items appear to be on schedule.  
President’s Report-  Micki Frost led a discussion regarding rosters of the various ministry groups in the parish.  The Parish Pastoral Council determined that a complete list of all volunteers would be voluminous (a blessing for our parish!).    In that regard, it was proposed that the focus be redirected to compile of a list of the ministry groups and contact persons from each.

Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be June 23rd, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.   Micki Frost will lead prayer, and Paul McNally will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.    
