Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

March 24, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Jan Lamoureux.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  
Bake sale profitted $305.25 which will be used to buy paint.  Volunteers will help paint!  
HOME & SCHOOL –  Mischel Anderson reports that at the March 12th meeting, these recent activities were reviewed:  As of 3/10/09, $26.52 has been raised by the Good Search website.   Catholic Schools Week included a Book Fair; Pancake Breakfast; Parent/Student Lunches (looking to increase the frequency of this activity next school year); and Volunteer Mass/Breakfast.  Home and School participated in the Church Rededication.   Volunteer Forms are used in filling out grants; after the forms are filled out, they should be sent to the office to Michelle Badura or email them to scrap2much@cox.net.   Priorities – Smoke Alarm System - $57,000 bid accepted;  Fire Doors – Home & School 3 year Project;  Leaky Roof – work began in March.  A Scrapbooking/Craft
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Weekend took place in February and another is planned for February, 2010.  Regarding the Club’s Choice fundraiser, there were approximately $9,000 in sales; the Home and School receives approximately 40% of gross sales.  The  Blood Drive was successful, there were 37 Donors.  New Business discussions included but were not limited to:  Teacher Appreciation moved to May 5 to coincide with National Teacher Appreciation Day.  Carnival- May 3rd and looking for lots of items and volunteers.  Field Day- May 18; the cost of the busses was paid by a grant.  Bag N Save receipts.  Can email Senators with regard to NE Federation of Catholic School Parents.  Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Round-up/ Preview- April 3.   Health Screenings – April 25 – need volunteers from 9:00-noon.  Don’t forget when you attend the H&S Meeting your child can dress down the next School Day.        Elections for next year’s officers will occur on April 30.  Next Home and School meeting is April 30th.    
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:
SCHOOL BOARD & FIVE DAY SCHOOL-  Principal Ellie Seward reports that St. Bernard students performed (and did a great job!) at the East Side Story held March 10.  Bible Bowl was also a success.  St. Bernard was 4th, and two of our girls were top ten scorers.  An article regarding Bible Bowl was in the World Herald on March 29.   Marian High School has chosen St. Bernard as their beneficiary for funds and materials raised by their Marian National English Honor Society.  We will focus on increasing/improving our biography section in our library.  The three Lenten Pasta dinners served by St. Bernard Home & School and the American-Italian Club were a real success.  Thanks to all who volunteered.  LB 67 still has life in the Senate.  Please continue supporting this effort to allow a tax credit for tuition funds.  Work is in progress on the roof/brick repair at the school.  Hahn Architects is overseeing the work.  Tuition will not be increased for the 2009-2010 school year.  Barnes & Nobel is sponsoring a Book Fair on Saturday, April 25.  This effort will involve school/parish families as well as alumni.  A certain percentage of the sales in both stores (72nd Street [Crossroads Mall] and Oakview Mall) will go to St. Bernard.  Mayor Fahey visited school on Friday, March 27 and issued a proclamation supporting all of the morning walkers. The proclamation is displayed in the window at school.  Kersten Borer, one of our school parents, has been an excellent resource for drug/alcohol awareness.  She spoke to the Home & School group and will also visit with the Middle School classes.  Deb Waskowiak will present the Chastity Program to the 7th & 8th grade students in April.  Parents will be introduced to the program first.  We are planning a calling tree to all school parents who have not already volunteered to work at the Carnival.  Three of our students are now part of the Teammates Program.
Submitted by Matt Simon:

EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM-

At the March 30th meeting, this group planned to focus on the Feast of St. Bernard's celebration. 

ATHLETIC CLUB-  The practice fields for soccer have moved to Masters School.  The Athletic Club banquet will be the first Wednesday in May.  Two positions are up for election- Vice President, Secretary.
SCHOOL BUILDING & GROUNDS PLANNING TEAM-  Steve Andrews has been meeting with all the key groups and individuals in preparation to hold the first planning meeting. This meeting was planned for the early part of April.
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer:
WELCOMING THE FLOCK    – Linda Wolf reports that this ministry group will be sending out a new schedule of hosts for the upcoming year of monthly Donut Sundays, along with a letter reminding each host group that they are asked to outreach to parishioners by providing a manned display and/or handout to increase awareness of the group's activities, membership and any opportunities for others to get involved. 

With Father Spenner's approval, the Welcoming Committee will soon begin welcoming newly registered members of the parish by scheduling a short home visit, wherein two people will bring a loaf of bread with a welcoming scripture passage attached, as well as take the new parishioners' photos for display somewhere in the Church. (All with the consent of the newcomers, of course). 

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE-  the February 26th meeting was well attended.  Bob Schwarz led a discussion on how Economic Justice has been a concern of the Church and included some thoughts from the 1891 Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII and the 1986 Letter from the United States Bishops on Economic Justice for All.  Discussion topics also included how the Feed my Sheep initiative distributes funds throughout the diocese; how we can balance local involvement with the needs of the larger community; how we can align our personal commitments with Social Justice issues; and how our Church and School participate in the Church’s Social Justice concerns.   Dick Mori handed out copies of the Catholic Voice that had the recent Local Bishops of Nebraska statement on Immigration.  He gave a brief synopsis of the immigration statement.  The group then discussed the points of view in the statement, and the need to work to improve the U.S. immigration policies.

Representatives from several groups gave reports.  These groups included, but were not limited to, the School, Right to Life Committee, the Knights of Columbus, OTOC, CFM and Parish Council.
An effort will be made through the parish bulletin to educate the parishioners on Catholic social justice issues.  This would be accomplished on a regular basis- possibly once a month.  Dick Mori will contact someone in the parish in order to prepare the Catholic social justice items.  This effort will be coordinated with Fr. Spenner prior to implementation.   Also, a PURPOSE AND INFORMATION STATEMENT will be placed in the next Parish Directory for the St. Bernard’s Social Justice Committee.

The next meeting is Thursday, June 4th.
Submitted by Michelle Raleigh
RELIGIOUS FORMATION-

JoAnne Raleigh, Director of Religious Formation reports—  The Religious Formation classes had a Lent Event on March 4th.  All of the families were invited to attend class with their children.  They met in the school cafeteria but retired to the school library so that they could have a more meaningful Prayer/Presentation on the Five Wounds of Jesus.  Each child present was asked to pound a nail into the cross as a symbol of their sins during the service.  All then reassembled in the cafeteria for a craft and fellowship. 

 

All classes attended Mass on Ash Wednesday and the Parish Reconciliation Service.   They have finished the "Circle of Grace" lessons that are mandated by the Archdiocese.  "Circle of Grace" is the student version of "Safe Environment". 

 

Confirmation preparation began with a half day retreat on the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit.  There are 23 candidates preparing for Confirmation.  They have also met two other times to study Baptism and the Beatitudes.

 
Submitted by Paul McNally
GLORY BOUND CHOIR-  The choir is preparing for a musical they will present on June 13 & 14; the production is Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Coat.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS- the Knights of Columbus held its Tootsie Roll weekend on  April 3rd, 4th and 5th.  St. Bernard's Knights gave out tootsie rolls in front of the Baker's store on 72nd and Ames.  All proceeds go to the Madonna school for special needs students.   The Knights were partners in hosting Donut Sunday on April 5th.  They 
will also have a pancake breakfast on April 19th.

Submitted by Karen Kafka

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE-  REGARDING THE DINNER AUCTION,  Krista Freimuth reports that plans for the Disco Fever dinner auction are underway. The date is Saturday, October 10th.   They are  working on having a spotlight couple (formerly known as honorary chairperson) – the couple would host the kickoff fundraiser in June at the Andrews' home and also be the guest of honor at the actual dinner auction. The committee is trying to get Johnny O to be the master of ceremonies that night, plus maybe adding a dance after the live auction. Decorations with a disco theme are needed, especially old LP records!
REGARDING THE CARNIVAL, Linda Speers and Ryan Weathers are coordinating this event- to be held May 3rd, and Linda reports that there are 2 new games this year - a Wii Tournament and Dance Dance Revolution. We think these will have a lot of appeal for some of the older kids (adults too!). Another feature is inflatable boxers.  The planners are using Bryan Hill this year for the Dance Dance Revolution and hope to use him more next year as well.  They have planned some live music outside by the grill; the music will be provided by a one man band type - so not too loud.  He is being sponsored by a parishioner, so no cost to the parish. The coordinators are also converting a lot of the cash game booths to tickets with the hope that people will have  plenty of opportunity to use their tickets.   Parent volunteers are being solicited to work at the booths. The planners created a budget and want to track how much food is sold, and what all the individual booths do as far as income. Hopefully, this will help  next year with budgeting and planning. Sponsors are needed, so if anyone knows of anyone that Linda can contact, please let her (Linda Speers) know.  The carnival will soon be here!

LITURGY COMMITTEE- Pat Malcolm reports that Coreen Miller recently made a new banner for Church and plans to make additional ones in the future.  Special Holy Week events, activities and liturgies were planned.  They included, but were not limited to, Palm Sunday, the Chrism Mass (at the Cathedral), Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday.
Submitted by Jan Lamoureux
OTOC- Sheila Osterhaus reports that OTOC sponsored Soup & Bread on March 29th; speakers were former parishioners, Ron & Mary Lou Summers; OTOC continues to work on the Public Auditor issue;  they hosted the OTOC Mayoral Forum at Holy Name on March 29th.  All candidates were invited.  Agenda items included:  Improved police community relations; removal of abandoned houses & revitalized neighborhoods; connecting people to jobs & meaningful job training; investment in youth through libraries & schools;   COMING UP:  OTOC along with First United Methodist Church is presenting a musical, HONK.  It is a take-off of The Ugly Duckling.  It is a morality play focusing on the acceptance of people who are different than we are.  It is a free-will offering.  It will take place on two weekends in May.

CFM-  Sheila Osterhaus reports that Undie
Sunday was successful.  All participating parishes collected 1200 items and some cash. Donations went to shelters.   CFM served at the Francis House on April 3rd;  CFM led the Way of the Cross at Calvary Cemetery on Palm Sunday;  they also continue with their regular meetings. At one of their meetings, they planned to address & mail envelopes for letters they wrote to congressmen and senators on Pro-life issues.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Parish Pastoral Council President Micki Frost asked the council to submit a roster of the ministry groups for which he or she is the report contact.  Micki will forward the Prayers that all groups say at Meetings to council members; the council will then distribute the prayers to the ministry groups.  
New Business-  The council planned the agenda for the upcoming Parish Council Elections; the elections will be held in May.
Strategic Pastoral Plan:  The Council finalized the revisions to the Strategic Pastoral Plan.  The update was distributed as an insert to the Bulletin the weekend of  March 28/ 29.  
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer & Michelle Raleigh

Outreach Committee- 
A meeting was held on March 15th.   They are formulating 3 to 5 Action Items and strategies.  
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be April 28th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Melissa McGill will lead prayer, and Valerie Niemeyer will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
