Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

June 23, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business

The Parish Pastoral Council welcomed its new members, Chris Bennett and John Winters.  Our new pastor, Father Gerald Melchior, introduced himself and then we went around the table with introductions of all members.
The Council participated in a discernment process to determine their officers for the 2009-2010 year.  The new officers:
President 
= Jan Lamoureux
Vice-President = Karen Kafka

Secretary
= Paul McNally

The council would like to thank Micki Frost and Michelle Raleigh for all the work they did as President and Vice President over the last year.  The council would also like to thank Valerie Niemeyer and Michelle Raleigh who are ending their term on the Pastoral Council.  Your dedication is greatly appreciated.
Members:

Father Melchior   
551-0269

Chris Bennett 

536-0209
Micki Frost

933-2763

Karen Kafka

933-6727 

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646  

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 (Excused)

Melissa McGill

553-4369 (Excused)

Paul McNally

455-7171

Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811 

Matt Simon

572-6654

John Winters  

689-1030
PASTOR’S REPORT
Father Melchior reports that Father Spenner left the Parish finances in excellent shape.   
Father Melchior also reports that there are new items for consideration, and these include areas in the rectory and on the parish grounds which need improvements.  To that end, he took the Council on a tour of the rectory to point out some of these areas.  The rectory was built around 1958, and the “wear & tear” is normal for a building of its age.  The rectory’s roof needs immediate attention and repairs are needed on the exterior walls.  The parish is getting bids for new doors in the rectory (these doors would help provide increased security), and we are also getting bids to fix immediate problems in the church parking lot.  There is a dead tree next to the rectory, and it needs to be removed.   
COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE - 
At the June 4th meeting, Anne Severes, the current Executive Director of the Omaha St Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) was the guest speaker. SVDP has begun a new ministry recently called ‘The Voice of the 
Poor’, it is built on the Spirituality of Justice. Some of the focus areas are Affordable Housing, Health Care, Immigration, Predatory Loans and Rights of Workers. These efforts are in addition to the ongoing work of meeting immediate material needs 
of the poor like clothing food and shelter. The SVDP website can be found with a search for ‘voice of the poor’, from there you can get Legislative alerts and updates on Catholic Social Justice issues. There will be a Friends of the Poor Walk on September 27/28, a fund raiser for SVDP. Two Critical issues for the poor in Omaha are Transportation (Bus system needs improvements), and Downtown Development is pushing the homeless out. Anne was grateful of the opportunity to speak to our group and wished us well in our efforts.

Dick Mori reported on a Social Justice Committee effort that will be discussed with our new pastor to have monthly installments (inserts) about Catholic Social Justice in the parish bulletin. Dave Haberman has written the first two installments and had them ready for this meeting.

Two Books were suggested for summer reading: ‘Romero: A Life’ by James Brockman, and ‘Three Cups of Tea’ by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.  There are some summer social justice educational opportunities at the St. Cecilia’s Institute for Laity Formation.  

Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, October 22, at 7:15 PM in the Clairvaux Canter.

Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be July 28th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.      Micki Frost will lead prayer.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.    
