Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

January 27, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Paul McNally.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports

Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  
Rates will increase March 1st; Child Care is planning to hire an infant teacher.  More remodeling has been done (more painting, new light fixtures in all the rooms, new floors in the toddler 1 and hallway bathroom, and a parent donated new carpet for the infant room).
Submitted by Matt Simon:

EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM-

Based on the Educational Support Team's recommendation a new School Building and Grounds Improvement Planning Team has been established. The first meeting is scheduled in February. 
The Educational Support Team will continue to meet regularly to discuss ways to improve communication between all the 
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organizations that use and support the school. Additionally, the group will work with the School, Religious Formation, Youth Group and Day Care to assist with identifying emergency resources to support all of these areas. 

The Educational Support Team will start the planning process for the Feast St. Bernard's celebration in August. 

ATHLETIC CLUB-

The 2008/09 Girls and Boys basketball program began in early December and is going very well.   Mini Tigers and Intramurals began in January and are also going very well.  The 2009 Valentine Dance was Friday February 6th.  The Athletic Club is evaluating the possibility of purchasing new folding chairs. These chairs would be much easier to setup and put away. The Athletic Club is reaching out to some of the other clubs to ask for support.   The Athletic Club will be donating $500 towards the cost of a new compressor for the school cooler and up to $500 towards the cost of a new snow blower. 

BOY SCOUTS-
Jackie Morales reports The Cub Scouts did well on their annual cake auction at the Knight's of Columbus spaghetti dinner.  The scouts planned an outing to the hockey game on Sat, Feb 7.  The Pinewood Derby will be in the gym on March 14 @ 7 pm.  The group has 26 boys registered for scouts this year- a good result!
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer

WELCOMING THE FLOCK –
Masses on February 17th & 18th included special prayers of thanksgiving and blessing for parishioners who joined St. Bernard's in 2008. We received positive feedback and discussed further enhancements for next year, such as doing it in conjunction with a Donut Sunday.

Welcoming Committee is going to follow-up with those new parishioners with a letter reminding them of the various activities they can be a part of at St. Bernards, highlighting any areas that have a specific need for participation.

Thanks to those who have been greeting at masses! We hope more people will feel called to this simple but important ministry of hospitality. If you can bless us with your participation, or would like more information, please call Linda Wolf.

Submitted by Micki Frost

CARING TOGETHER-

Pat Gehringer reports that this ministry group is a link between the rectory and elderly or disabled parishioners needing assistance, companionship and transportation.  This is a relatively new group in the parish, and the members feel they would benefit from new input from others who feel called to this type of service.  If you would be interested, please contact Pat.
Submitted by Jan Lamoureux
PASTORAL MINISTRIES-
Sr. Susan Ivis reports that things are fine with this ministry group; no changes.

OTOC-
Per Sheila Osterhaus:

OTOC is focusing on the Public Safety Auditor issue—  the ordinance on the books currently has no funding; in the past, it was funded by a private grant and later through the Mayor’s office.  Councilman Jim Vokal- also mayoral candidate- drafted a proposal that would provide funding for the Public Safety Auditor position.  OTOC is working to fine tune the new proposal so that it has transparency and independence.   
OTOC’s Delegates Council is scheduled for February 15th at Pius X.  Emphasis continues on the Alliance Schools Initiative whereby teachers & parents work closely together.   OTOC plans to participate in a Candidate Forum on March 29th ; the forum will involve candidates running for the Office of Mayor and the City Council.  The agenda will include anti-violence and neighborhood issues.   St. James Parish recently became a member of OTOC.   OTOC will sponsor a musical production, “HONK” in May.  The plot is based on “The Ugly Duckling”, and will be used as a “teaching tool”.  Free Will offering.

CFM-
Per Sheila Osterhaus, recent/upcoming activities include:

CFM sang Christmas Carols for St. Bernard Parishioners at Immanuel Fontenelle and at a couple homes.  Afterward, they enjoyed their member Christmas Party.   On a separate occasion, they had an Epiphany Party for their families.  They brought wrapped cans of food to present at the Manger Scene in church.  These goods were later donated to St. Vincent de Paul.  They sang Happy Birthday to Jesus.  The Gospel story of The Three Kings was read followed by a Question & Answer session.    CFM made valentines to send to St. Bernard parishioners who are homebound as well as to the students at Madonna School.   Undie Sunday was scheduled for the weekend of February 7 & 8.  CFM hoped a good supply of underwear & socks would be donated; these items will then be distributed to local shelters.  The Cookie Fundraiser went well.  CFM used the receipts to contribute a water buffalo to Heifer International.  They also made a donation to the Parish and to Catholic Relief Services.   The group continues with their regular meetings & discussion.   
Submitted by Michelle Raleigh
ST.VINCENT DePAUL-

Grant Hrabovsky reports that this group is very thankful to all St. Bernard’s parishioners for the continued support.  St. Vincent De Paul currently has less than $100 left in their account, but they are confident that that will increase.  The economy makes things tight for everyone.  They will be having their next district meeting in March.  It will consist of a short business meeting and then a more lengthy spiritual reflection.  Sr. Mary Hogan, OSM will be leading a presentation.

RELIGIOUS FORMATION-
JoAnne Raleigh reports—

Religious Formation classes  are continuing to be taught on Wednesday evenings.  First Grade, 3/4th Grade and Junior High have all had Family Classes so far this year.  The parents attend class with their children to see what is being taught in their classes as well as meet the catechist.
Second Grade has had three Family Classes so far this year with another scheduled April 1st.  The first two Family classes were in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  At the first Family Class the students and parents worked through learning centers about the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  At the second Family Class we had a skit, talked about what to expect at Reconciliation and worked on a craft.  First Reconciliation was held on December 3rd with the entire Parish invited to attend as well as the Religious Formation School.
The Second Grade has already begun preparation for First Eucharist to be held during the Easter Season.  The Second Graders and their parents met January 21st to work through learning stations on the Mass.
Confirmation was held on November 21st for our Eighth Graders.  Seventeen students received the Sacrament and a reception was held in the school cafeteria after the Mass.
Preparation for next year’s Confirmation has already begun with the Parent Meeting held on January 18th.  At the present time we have about 25 students preparing for Confirmation in November, 2009.

Submitted by Karen Kafka
RESTORATION- RENOVATION- 

Per Pat Malcolm, the Dedication Mass for the new altar and furnishings took place February 1st.  Archbishop Curtiss presided, and Fr. Pat Harrison, a former parishioner, was the Master of Ceremony.   The parish invited former priests and staff who served at St. Bernard's and many of them participated in the Mass.  A committee of members for the various parish organizations helped plan the celebration. A reception was held in the cafeteria following the Mass.

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME-            
Per Pat Malcolm, this began on January 15th.  It is a program for people who are interested in returning to the Catholic Church after being away for awhile.  Paul and Darlene Dreismeier are facilitating the sessions.

PASTOR’S REPORT
At the Masses during the weekend of January 24th & 25th, Father Spenner reported that the parish entered into a contract for the necessary repairs and updates on the school building, including flashing & parapets.   He also reported that the parish received substantial financial gifts through the estate of a former parishioner.  These gifts have been deposited into a fund for appropriate use.  Parishioners responded with a warm round of applause.  Father advised that this former parishioner had high regard for the St. Bernard parish community and desired to contribute toward the future of the parish and its continued work.  The parish is grateful for this special gift.
New Business

President Micki Frost reported that the Parish Pastoral Council would serve drinks and desserts at the reception following the 2 pm Rededication Mass on February 1st
Strategic Pastoral Plan: As a result of the November 9, 2008 meeting between the Parish Pastoral Council and representatives of the parish ministry groups, it was decided the strategic pastoral plan would be “fine-tuned”.  The update is planned for March.  Initiatives for this update were discussed.  The initiatives included expanded Eucharistic Adoration, adult religious education, frequency of feedback from the strategic plan and frequency of parish assemblies.
Outreach Committee- 
Names have been submitted for possible members of this new committee.  The intent of this committee is to provide comprehensive information for anybody who comes in contact with St. Bernard parish and is looking for particular feedback or ways to become more active. 

New Item-

The last Parish Directory was published in 2002.  The parish may want to consider updating the directory.  It was decided to revisit this item later in the year.

Next meeting will be February 24th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Micki Frost and Jan Lamoureux will lead prayer and provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
