Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

February 24, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Valerie Niemeyer.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports

Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  
A new infant teacher was hired.  A bake sale is scheduled for March 17th, and families will be asked to donate baked goods for this event.  The money raised at the bake sale will be used to buy more paint for the ongoing projects in Child Care.
HOME & SCHOOL –  The March meeting was scheduled for the 12th. 
Submitted by Matt Simon:

EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM-

The proposed agenda for the March meeting includes further discussion & planning of the Feast of St. Bernard Celebration (in August); development of a survey for parishioners and neighborhood
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families, and discussion of enrollment boundaries.  
ATHLETIC CLUB-

The 6th Grade Basketball Tourney was held from Feb 23rd to March 5th; 8 girl’s teams and 16 boy’s teams participated.  Basketball is complete except for 8th Grade Boys, 6th Grade Boys & Girls and Mini Tiger.  Soccer signup is complete.    The Athletic Club purchased new chairs (300), sold 258 for $1.  In addition, they donated $291 for the Church re-dedication luncheon along with Home & School (which also donated $291).  

The Athletic Club is exploring options to repair the ceiling in the gym entrance.    A parishioner agreed to fix (for free) the ceiling once the gym roof is repaired (need a date).  The club also provided Tee-shirts for the kids who planned to compete (9 of them) on the Wits Clash team.  The Athletic Club helped host Donut Sunday on March 1st.    The Sports Banquet is scheduled for May 6th; they are looking for speaker.   The Golf Tournament is set for May 30th. 

SCHOOL BUILDING & GROUNDS PLANNING TEAM- this is a newly formed team and is in the process of scheduling the first meeting.  A member of this team met with Father Spenner in order to begin to get Father’s input and ideas concerning his experience and the research he has done with regard to the school building and grounds.
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer:
RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY – Mary Lou Roth, pro-life coordinator for St. Bernard Parish, participated in The March for Life in Washington D.C.; the March was held in January.  She reports that the unit from Nebraska (450-500 people) was part of a bigger group (300,000 to 500,000 people) that marched up Capital Hill for an end to abortion and in support of pro-life activities.  The group participated in special Masses, met with Nebraska senators and members of the House of Representatives, and attended other events which featured informational speakers and winners of pro-life art, essay and poem contests.  Mary Lou felt the event was uplifting, provided realization that we are united with others in our pro-life goals, and provided encouragement for the pro-life work in our parish.
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:
FIVE DAY SCHOOL-  Principal Ellie Seward reports that the By-Laws were revised and await the Superintendent's signature.  A defibrillator is permanently hung in the gym near a bulletin board.  If needed in church, it is easily available.   The East Side Story event was snowed out.  The school was well-represented at the Rededication Mass.  St. Bernard Bible Bowl was scheduled for March 7.   The Bloodmobile "Pint-size Heroes" program took place on Feb. 25.  Its purpose was to teach students about blood, the need for giving and the results.  It was a joint effort between the parish and the school.  Joey Gehringer received the President's Scholarship for Creighton Prep.  Roncalli academic scholarships were awarded to Emilie Barnes, Lisa Gurney, and Ryan Boatwright.  Casey Smoot received the leadership scholarship to Roncalli.  Rotary nominees for this year are Joey Gehringer and Emilie Barnes.  Mrs. Seward has written a National Gardening Grant for $1000.  The grant would fund two above-the-ground gardens near the school sign.  The goal is beautification and vegetables for parishioners.  Marian High School started a chapter for the National English Honor Society.  Funds raised have been designated for the St. Bernard Catholic School Library Fund.   The funds raised at the upcoming Golf Tournament (scheduled for May 30) are designated for the professional reconstruction of the playground area into a soccer field/playground.   Pre K and Kindergarten Preview is scheduled for April 3.  The Talent Show/Variety Show is scheduled for March 27.  The Teacher Retreat, scheduled March 16 at Mercy Knowles, is funded by the Slezal Charitable Foundation.  Surveys are being prepared for the next Archdiocesan Improvement Plan for the school.  Mrs. Seward has been involved in several workshops.  The focus of these workshops include Cyber bullying, Pornography and Major Gifts.   American-Italian Dinners sponsored by the American-Italian Club and St. Bernard Home and School are scheduled for March 6th, 13th, and 20th.   Topics on LB 67 and other legislation affecting school vouchers and tax incentives are under discussion.  Parents have been asked to e-mail their legislators regarding these topics.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Parish Pastoral Council President Micki Frost reports that the theme for the Fall 2009 Dinner Auction is Disco Fever.  
Strategic Pastoral Plan:  The Parish Pastoral Council discussed revisions to the Strategic Pastoral Plan.  The update will be distributed as an insert to the Bulletin in March.  
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer & Michelle Raleigh

Outreach Committee- 
A newly-formed group which evolved as a result of the 2007 Parish Assembly and subsequent strategic planning.  This group plans to build on what we’re already doing to invite all people to participate more deeply in the life of the Church.  They met for the first time in February and are planning to meet again in March.  Within 3 months, they hope to have 3 to 5 Action Items for the next year.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be March 24th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Karen Kafka will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
