Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

August 25, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

Members:

Father Melchior   
551-0269

Chris Bennett 

536-0209
Micki Frost

933-2763 (Excused)
Karen Kafka

933-6727 

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646  

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 

Melissa McGill

553-4369 

Paul McNally

455-7171

Matt Simon

572-6654 (Excused)
John Winters  

689-1030
The meeting opened with prayer and reflection.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

EDUCATION
Deacon Tim Mcneil provided an overview of the role of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).  The role evolved from the time of Jesus.  More recently, the role of the PPC was recommended at the Second Vatican Council, brought up again in 1973 at the Congregation for Clergy and is also referenced in Canon Law.   The PPC members are a visioning body for parish life.  Areas of concentration for a Parish Pastoral Council:  promote the mission of the parish, consult on pastoral matters, assist in pastoral planning (even Jesus had a plan!) and attend to the prayer life of the parish.  PPC members also listen to & represent the wisdom of many perspectives, identify people’s gifts and call them forth, and cooperate with other parishes in broader missions.  The council thanks Deacon Tim McNeil for the insightful presentation.

PASTOR’S REPORT

Father Melchior reports that he recently appointed Bernie Trapp and Paul Dreismeier as trustees of the St. Bernard Non-Profit Corporation.    Other info:  following the closing of St. Richard Parish, the territorial boundaries of St. Bernard Parish changed slightly; they reverted back to what they were prior to the establishment of St. Richard Parish.  
Father reports that he conducts regular staff meetings.   He mentioned that the parish is getting bids for the rectory roof, signage, the caulking of windows (37), and other miscellaneous repairs.      On August 19th, the Archdiocesan audit team reviewed the books of the various miscellaneous accounts within the parish and school (vs. the general parish accounts).  Their initial findings revealed that in some of our miscellaneous groups, we are not in compliance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles thereby creating a situation which could lead to an increased exposure to theft.  Appropriate internal controls will need to be implemented.  The final report from the audit team will be forthcoming.  Other info:  The Finance Committee has been restructured.   Father is coordinating a master structural / engineering plan for the parish plant.  There will not be a Calendar Club this year due to U.S. Postal regulations regarding Games of Chance.  
COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski
SCHOOL BOARD & FIVE DAY SCHOOL - 
Principal Ellie Seward reports a great turnout for the Feast of St. Bernard Celebration held on August 23rd.  The school board extends a “welcome” to new member, Colleen Barnes.  St. Bernard School will have a part time counselor this year; she will visit the school a half day each week.  Enrollment is slightly down in the school; this is only in Pre-Kindergarten and is most likely the result of the economy.  The Kindergarten class is larger than in the past.
Submitted by Karen Kafka

SCHOOL CAFETERIA – Per Sue Keyser, there is a very good volunteer base for the cafeteria workers, and things are going well.
FRANCIS HOUSE – per Sue Keyser, St. Bernard families volunteer at the Francis House on the 1st Friday of each month.  As regards the number of volunteers, we are in  pretty good shape except for the month of January.  We could use a few more volunteers that month.
Submitted by Jan Lamoureux

FUNERAL COMMITTEE

Mary Ann Sorenson is the current contact person for the Funeral Committee.  Mary Ann reports that the group continues with their ministry of providing meals to families and friends after a funeral.   The committee members planned to gather for fellowship on Wednesday August 26th.

Submitted by Matt Simon
EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM
Matt reports that the Education Support Team received many favorable responses with regard to the celebration of the Feast Day of St. Bernard held on Sunday August 23rd.  The turnout was good, and everyone appeared to have a great time.  Plans are being considered for next year.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be September 22nd , 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.      Micki Frost will lead prayer and Karen Kafka will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

