Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

April 28, 2009
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Micki Frost.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

COMMITTEE  REPORTS
Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  The recent painting went well; Child Care is so grateful for all the volunteers.  A Garage Sale is planned for May 16th.  School-age spaces are available.
HOME & SCHOOL –  Mischel Anderson reports that as of 4/29/09, the Good Search website has netted $34.18.   Pasta Fridays with the American Italian Heritage Society – raised approx $2,000.   Pre-Kindergarten & Kindergarten Round-up/ Preview were held on April 3 and were a success.  Walk to School began on 3/25 and will continue every Wednesday.  Living Stations of the Cross – the kids did a great job!  Clubs Choice Sales produced a profit of $4,592.  The  Pre-K/Kindergarten Family night was held on 4/16.  The Barnes & Noble books stores held a book fair on April 25 with proceeds going to 
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St. Bernard’s School.   Teacher Appreciation Day was May 5.   Mrs. Gillpatrick Day is scheduled for May 15.  

QSP Magazine Sales- can still purchase and reorder magazines online with proceeds going back to the school.  A link will be added to the website.  Field Day = May 18, need parent volunteers, this is being covered by a Target grant and H&S funds.  

Back To School Night/Day discussions- possible date of Sunday, August 16th.  St. Bernard Feast Day Celebration – Community – will be on August 23rd with a noon Mass followed by a picnic and Open House, tour of school and the church; will need volunteers and possibly desserts.  More information later.    Exciting news, First Data is now donating $500 for each 50 hours of volunteer work for their employees up to $1,000 and 100 hours per calendar year.  Employees of First Data can check out the Donations for Doers Program.  CSG has a similar program.   Home & School By-laws are being rewritten.
Upcoming Events:   5/20 Graduation Awards Dinner;   5/21  8th Grade Graduation;   5/22 Last Day of School – ½ day;   6/14 Father Spenner Retirement Party;  8/23 Feast of St. Bernard Celebration;   8/24  1st Day of the 2009-2010 School Year – ½ day.
Submitted by Matt Simon:

EDUCATION SUPPORT TEAM-

Currently focused on organizing the Feast of St. Bernard Celebration which is scheduled for August 23rd. The current plan is to hold the event on the north side of the school.

ATHLETIC CLUB-  

Three teams will participate in Okoboji. The Athletic Club Banquet was cancelled. The Banquet will be considered on a year by year basis. The Athletic club scholarships will be awarded the night of the 8th grade awards ceremony.

SCHOOL BUILDING & GROUNDS PLANNING TEAM-  
The team’s first meeting was held April 23rd. The group is in the appraisal process which includes evaluating all the potential building and grounds projects. The projects will range from required maintenance/safety projects to potential major improvement projects.

BOY SCOUTS- Cub Scouts worked a booth at the carnival.  They also sold carnations before and after Masses on Mother's Day. Our year is winding down and several of the boys are going to Camp Eagle for an overnighter this summer. 

Submitted by Paul McNally
GIRL SCOUTS- 
An awards ceremony was planned for Thursday, May 7th. Cake and punch was served.   The scouts are planning to camp overnight at Camp Kitaki leaving St. Bernard at 9 am on Saturday, May 16th and returning at noon the following day. Their planned activities include hiking and fishing.

On Thursday, May 14th the scouts planned a scrapbooking activity.   Parents were asked to attend in order to assist the Brownies. This was a new activity with a goal of providing lots of fun.

Submitted by Karen Kafka

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE-  
REGARDING THE CARNIVAL, Linda Speers reports that the committee advertised in The Catholic Voice and in the bulletins of neighboring parishes.  Banners were placed at Creighton Prep, Roncalli and Wenninghoff Farm.  Two new games, wii Home Run Derby and Dance Dance Revolution were added to the fun this year.  The committee appreciates all the volunteers who stepped forward to help coordinate, plan and staff the event.  The weather cooperated beautifully.  
ADULT FAITH/ RCIA-  Pat Malcolm reports that five adults were received into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  A reception followed the Vigil service hosted by members of last year’s RCIA participants.  This year’s  group will continue to meet until the first part of May.  Several people have already shown an interest in being part of the RCIA next year.  If they continue to be interested, an Inquiry class will be held this summer which will meet monthly until we start the regular sessions in August.

The Lenten Series by Fr. J-Glenn Murray, Liturgy in our Lives, was well received by those who attended the three week series.

A well-attended soup and bread supper was held on March 28.  Ron and Marilou Sommers, former parishioners of St. Bernard parish who now live in Minnesota, shared their experiences of going on a mission to Guatemala.  Katie Zimmer, the archdiocesan mission outreach coordinator, also spoke on IXIM, the Guatemalan mission program in the archdiocese.  Approximately $300.00 was donated to the St. Vincent de Paul society as a result of the free will offering which was taken up.

The St. Bernard Parish Gourmet Dinner Club continues to meet monthly to share food, fun and fellowship.  This group is in its third year.  At present there are 21 members.  They are always looking for new members who enjoy food – both cooking it and eating it.  

LITURGY-  Pat Malcolm reports that the Liturgy committee spent many, many hours preparing for the Holy Week liturgies.  At the Holy Thursday services, twelve members of the parish had their feet washed.  The Sacred oils, which were blessed by the Archbishop at the Chrism Mass, were presented by members of the Confirmation class, Eucharistic ministers to the homebound, an RCIA sponsor and an expectant parent.   Parishioners very generously donated the Easter lilies and other seasonal flowers used to decorate the church for Easter.  Children from the parish helped to decorate the sidewalks outside of church with chalk drawings on Saturday morning.  

The Liturgy Committee discussed the possibility of hosting a welcoming coffee and donuts for Fr. Melchior, who will be our new pastor, after he arrives.  
The date for the annual Liturgy Appreciation Dinner has not been set as yet.  The committee is thinking about doing it in late summer or early fall after school has started and people are home from vacations.

Submitted by Jan Lamoureux
FUNERAL COMMITEE- Marion Hajenga reports that this committee continues to coordinate, prepare and serve meals after funerals.  There are about 16 members in the group.   The group members also plan an occasional (approximately once a month) lunch outing for themselves as a means for fellowship.  
PASTOR’S REPORT-  Father Spenner reports that the parish took out a bank line of credit.
Update-  Parish Pastoral Council elections are scheduled for the weekend of May 30th and May 31st.  Candidate bios will run in the bulletin on the weekends of the 16th /17th and the 23rd/24th.
Strategic Pastoral Plan:  the Council reviewed goals, strategies and action items of the recently updated pastoral plan.  New ideas for promoting Eucharistic Adoration and Bible Study groups were discussed.   The Feast of St. Bernard Celebration is planned for Sunday, August 23rd.
Activities and will include Mass at noon, picnic food, and tours of the Church and school
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer & Michelle Raleigh

Outreach Committee- 

A meeting was held on April 22nd.  Four action items were formulated:  1) Faith Formation Events Calendar  2) Utilization of personal invitation when possible  3) Personal testimonials  4) Faith formation to include a lending library at Church.
Next meeting for the Parish Pastoral Council will be May 26th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.   Melissa McGill will lead prayer, and Matt Simon will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
