Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

September 23, 2008
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Matt Simon.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business
Minutes from the Parish Pastoral Council Meetings will be published the second Weekend following the regular monthly meeting.
Each Parish Pastoral Council member will submit a summary of his/her ministry reports to the Pastor and other council members on the Sunday prior to the regular monthly meeting.

President’s Report   
Micki Frost reports that October is the month of the Rosary.  In that regard, the rosary sill be prayed one-half hour before each weekend Mass in October. 
Committee Reports

Submitted by Paul McNally

YOUTH GROUP –  the next meeting for the Senior High Youth Group is scheduled for September 28th.  
Members:

Father Spenner   
551-0269 

Krista Freimuth
677-0737 
Micki Frost

933-2763
Karen Kafka

933-6727
Chris Kalkowski
934-1646 
Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 
Melissa McGill

553-4369
Paul McNally

455-7171
Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811 (excused)
Matt Simon

572-6654 

Submitted by Krista Freimuth:

RESTORATION- RENOVATION Per Pat Malcolm, the new furnishings for the church are expected to be completed by Christmas.  Sometime after the first of the year, the Liturgy Committee and Fr. Spenner will be planning a special Mass at which the Archbishop will provide a blessing of the furnishings and an anointing of the new altar.  More details will be published in the bulletin as plans are made.

LITURGY – Pat Malcolm reports that each year a Memorial Mass is held for those people who have died in the last year and were buried from St. Bernard Parish.  The Memorial Mass this year will be on November 13 at 7 PM.  All parishioners are invited to join the families of those who have died as we remember the deceased.  A reception will be held in the Clairvaux Center following the Mass.  The Liturgy Committee hosts this reception.

Confirmation will be held on November 21 this year.  Archbishop Eldon Curtiss will be the celebrant.  A reception will follow in the school.

On November 16, 2008 at 3 PM, the Omaha Archdiocesan Lay Ministry Authorization Ceremony will be held at St. Bernard Church.  Archbishop Curtiss will preside at this ceremony.  A reception will follow in the school cafeteria.  Fr. Matthew Gutowski and his staff are responsible for the planning of this event.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Per Pat Malcolm, there are three candidates in the RCIA this year.  The candidates, their sponsors and the RCIA team members attend the sessions.  The Rite of Acceptance will be held on December 6 at the 5 PM Mass.
The St. Bernard Nativity Display will once again be held over the Thanksgiving Weekend.  The Ladies Luncheon will be held on Saturday in conjunction with the display.  In the past we have had over 100 ladies attend the luncheon and entertainment is usually provided by a local high school choral group.
Submitted by Micki Frost
SCRIPTURE STUDY- Micki Frost is leading Scripture Study on Monday nights, Praying the Scriptures.  Deacon Tim McNeil started us off with an introduction to how to pray with the Bible.
 

Rosanne Chrystal  leads Drop in Bible Study on Friday mornings at 9:15.  The Gospel of the next Sunday is studied.
[Both Micki & Rosanne have completed the Archdiocesan Biblical School.]

Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:

SCHOOL BOARD &  FIVE DAY SCHOOL.

Per Principal Ellie Seward, focus is on the Catholic School Symposium being held at the Quest Center on October 2nd.  All teachers, some staff and 2 board members are attending.  
New board members are invited to an in-service at the Catholic School Office on September 24.  

School Board By-Laws will be reviewed for the next board meeting.

Recess equipment arrived for the Feasibility Study for Wellness and Recess.  The goal is to help kids enjoy being more active.  Games will be taught in PE classes and by recess teachers.

St. Bernard School will be involved in the Tom Osborne "Teammates" program.  5 students will be recommended from Grades 5 & 6.  All fees will be paid by the CORE Board.
All high school recruiters are scheduled for September and October.

Actions Councils (an alternative to Student Council) have been formed in the Middle School.  The 5 councils: "Teachers' Right Hand," "Hot off the Press," "Lunch Bunch," "Building Pride," and "Students without Borders."  All are service oriented and include writing a newspaper, keeping our building neat, working with teachers at lunch and recess, and outreach- both locally and across the world.

Submitted by Melissa McGill:

HOME & SCHOOL –  Per Mischel Anderson, the new secretary is Michelle Badura.  GoodSearch website is available for searching on the Internet; the school gets $.01 for each search done on the site.  The Target Debit Card gives money back to the school.  Safe Environment Training needs to be current for those who volunteer to work anywhere with children.  Home & School paid for new faucets that were recently installed in the 1st & 2nd floor bathrooms (closest to gym & cafeteria). The plan is to get the rest of the 2nd floor faucets replaced by Christmas.  We are still awaiting direction from the Fire Chief regarding our smoke alarms & fire door issues.  As soon as we know more about that, we can take the next step.  Upcoming events include Donut Sunday, Halloween parties, Family Dance, Pizza/pie sale, Lady Shopping Night and Santa’s Secret Shop.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 9th. 
CHILD CARE –  per Kathy Bonilla, it was a good summer, many field trips.  Enrollment fluctuates; currently there are 27 kids in the after school program and 97 total kids enrolled.  New staff member is Jireh Knott; want to hire Full Time person for Toddler Room and Part Time person for the school-age room.  The kitchen and the infant room were recently painted.  More painting is planned as time permits.
Submitted by Karen Kafka

SCHOOL CAFETERIA – Per Sue Keyser, there are plenty of volunteers and things are going well.
FRANCIS HOUSE – per Sue Keyser, there are 8 to 10 people who volunteer each month; St. Bernard participates on the 1st Friday of each month.  Can always use more volunteers. The 3rd Grade Class will participate in the near future.
DEVELOPMENT –  With regard to the Capital Campaign, Roseanne Chrystal will update the data in the Campaign’s software program.
Regarding the Calendar Club, Jacquie O’Neill reports that 3000 calendars are being printed; they are scheduled to be mailed on September 30th.  The mailing will go to those who have previously purchased calendars.

With regard to the Dinner Auction, Krista Freimuth reports that the final numbers are not yet available.  On first look, it appears the receipts are less than last year- partially driven by the current economy.  The Dinner Auction was a solid event, and the net proceeds will go to our Parish.  Plans are in progress for next year’s event.  Saturday Night Fever is the theme.

Submitted by Matt Simon

ATHLETIC CLUB – A Volleyball Tournament is scheduled for November.
Old Business

Strategic Pastoral Plan: The council discussed action items and progress.
Outreach Committee- in progress. This committee will be formed in the near future.
Education Support Committee- Per Matt Simon, the group identified several action items and designated five of the action items as high priority.  These include 1) Develop 3-5 year building & grounds improvement plan; 2) Create drawings of the building & grounds improvement plans to be shared with the Parish & Investors; 3) Improve the playground/ soccer field area; 4) Install smoke alarms & fire doors; and 5) Hold an “Open House” – invite people to meet the teachers; invite the neighborhood; invite the City. People can then see the parish firsthand.    

Father Spenner added that two roofing companies, an architect and an engineer have inspected the roof(s) of the school.  These professionals report that the roofs do not leak and are good for another 6 years before they need to be replaced.  There are areas of the school building that need tuck pointing and re-caulking.  Father also adds that new windows for the school are “in the plans” through the Archdiocesan program for Core Schools.  It appears that there may be another school on the agenda to receive windows before we do.
The information provided by Father will be valuable to the Education Support Committee as it continues working on its action items.  It was proposed that an Ad Hoc Committee for Building & Grounds Improvement be formed to work out further details and utilize the information that Father has gathered over the past several years to help formulate a final plan.
The next meeting of the Education Support Committee is October 27th.
Invitation to Committees and Improve Reporting- Completed.  The next annual meeting for representatives from all committees is scheduled for Nov. 9th. A “save the date letter” was mailed in September.
Next meeting will be October 28th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Father Spenner will lead prayer and ​​​Melissa McGill will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
