Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

October 28, 2008
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Michelle Raleigh.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

President’s Report   
Micki Frost reports that during the month of October, the rosary was prayed before every weekend Mass.  The feedback to this prayer was good, and the rosary may be considered at other times as well, e.g., Advent, Lent or the month of May. 
Micki reports that Krista Freimuth resigned as APC delegate.  We thank Krista for her work in this position.  This position is one that is appointed by the pastor.  The position is open.
Committee Reports

Submitted by Micki Frost:

RESTORATION- RENOVATION Per Pat Malcolm, the new furnishings for the church are expected to be completed by Christmas.  On February 1, 2009 at 2 PM, Archbishop 
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Curtiss is scheduled to preside at a liturgy to rededicate the church & furnishings.  A reception will follow the liturgy service.

Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:

SCHOOL BOARD &  FIVE DAY SCHOOL.

Per Principal Ellie Seward, School Board discussed their by-laws.   Their meetings are an opportunity to let members know what is happening at school; to seek input and support on different matters; and to keep the members accurately informed on school issues.

The board discussed the recent Symposium and its results.  The article in the Catholic Voice covered the conference very well.

More people are getting retrained in Safe Environment.  A special effort will be made to include all who are involved in coaching ANY sport at St. Bernard.

Charlie Werp of Alvine Associates will assist with the smoke alarm/fire door/fire marshal issues in working out details to bring the school building up to code.  

Submitted by Melissa McGill:

HOME & SCHOOL –  Per Mischel Anderson, Home & School discussed their events which include Red Wheel Sales, Halloween Parties, Santa’s Secret Shop, Ladies Shopping Night, Teacher Giving Tree and the Christmas Program.  They plan to amend the bylaws at the January meeting.  Over 1000 searches have been done using Goodsearch.com.  This converts to $10 for the Home & School.  The next Home and School meeting will be held in January.  
Submitted by Karen Kafka

DEVELOPMENT –  Per Jacquie O’Neill, the Calendar Club has sold about 250 calendars to date.  We need to sell 600 to break even.
Submitted by Michelle Raleigh

RELIGIOUS FORMATION – Per JoAnne Raleigh, religious formation classes began September 3rd for grades 1st through 8th.  The program has 36 students, 6 catechists, and 3 assistants.  Classes are held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00.  
Two family classes are held in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. First Reconciliation will be held December 3rd at 7:00 P.M.  The parish is invited to attend.  
Confirmation candidates met on October 11th for a day long retreat to finish their preparation for the Sacrament on November 21st.  We have 17 candidates this year.  
Preschool classes continue to meet on Sunday mornings during the 10:00 AM Mass.  We have two catechists that alternate weekends as well as one assistant that comes each week.  We can have up to 10 children attend this class.
Submitted by Matt Simon

ATHLETIC CLUB – St. Bernard is sponsoring a 7th Grade volleyball tournament; 8 teams registered.  Basketball sign up began recently.  Soccer season is over.  Volleyball is winding down.  The 8th grade graduation fundraiser will be scheduled soon- probably the second week in November.
BOY SCOUTS - Per Jackie Morales, the boy scouts had their most successful popcorn sales in years.  They also celebrated Halloween and went on a camping trip with their families.
Submitted by Paul McNally

YOUTH GROUP - Youth Group meetings are well attended. This group is gearing up for the annual Pro-Life walk in DC in January.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - The Knights of Columbus are having a Pancake breakfast on November 16th, 8am to Noon.
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE – met on September 30th.  They discussed the Catholic Church's teaching on the full range of social justice issues, which have been articulated in more than 10 encyclicals during the past 100 years alone, and could be considered one of the Church's “best kept secrets.”  Bob May of St. James Parish spoke about the St. James Community Concerns Committee (similar to our Social Justice committee) to help give us some ideas based on their activities and experiences at St. James.  Marilou Roth reported on her pro-life activities. At the request of Father Spenner, she's communicating with various groups throughout the parish to increase awareness, communication and coordination of any already existing activities related to life issues, with the ultimate goal of increasing participation in all such activities at St. Bernard's. 

Ed Osterhaus and Andy Malcolm talked about OTOC's activities promoting social justice.  Their current focus includes two major issues: 1) the learning community, promoting equal funding for all city schools,  and 2) Initiative 424, which seeks to abolish affirmative action laws. It is a real concern because it threatens women and minorities, who may be disqualified from the many opportunities that are now afforded to them as a direct result of the effects of affirmative action.  
Deb Waskowiak reported on recent Youth Group activities and her experience with the Young Neighbors in Action Program. This program goes from a Sunday-Tuesday during the summer, with one day spent learning about Social Justice and works of mercy and the remainder of the retreat spent going out to various sites to perform social justice work.    Dick Mori reported on the 10th Annual Faithful Citizenship Conference held on Sept. 27th at the St. Cecilia’s Institute.  Keynote speaker Father Hug talked about Catholic Social Teaching and the values that the Church promotes. Of note was that the three Nebraska Bishops are planning on coming out with a new pastoral on immigration.  
It was suggested that the Social Justice Concerns Committee offer/organize/host a social justice faith formation activity in the near future, perhaps focusing on a particular issue within a papal encyclical along with a study guide for all interested parishioners.  Further ideas and discussion on this at next meeting in February.

THE WELCOMING THE FOCK COMMITTEE - is currently exploring the idea of having a special Mass in January (after the Christmas season) for all parishioners who have joined St. Bernard's during this last year. 

Submitted by Jan Lamoureux

FUNERAL COMMITTEE – per Marion Hajenga, this committee has a solid number of regular volunteers; things are good.  They provide meals to families and friends after a funeral.
PASTORAL MINISTRIES – per Sister Susan Ivis, this ministry continues to provide support for those who are ill or experiencing the death of a loved one. In her work, she often receives requests which include but are not limited to rides to Mass, cleaning, letter writing, etc.  Pastoral Ministries and Caring Together continue to look for ways to work together to provide these services as they are needed.  Sr. Susan also sees a regular need for Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion to the hospitals and homebound.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT (CFM) – per Sheila Osterhaus, CFM held their Information Night.  They subsequently welcomed new members with the possibility of still a couple other new members.  CFM continues their regular meetings.  Upcoming activities include a ‘frozen cookie’ fundraiser and their annual caroling at Christmas time.  

OMAHA TOGETHER ONE COMMUNITY (OTOC) – Per Sheila Osterhaus, 
The Fall Convention was held October 26, 2008 at the OPS TAC Building.  This was a city-wide event, and approximately seven people from St. Bernard Parish attended.  OTOC continues working to educate the public with regard to Initiative 424 which is scheduled to be on the Nov. 4th ballot.  OTOC continues their focus on other education items as well as the Alliance Schools Initiative where parents & staff work together for equitable educational conditions.   OTOC is involved with forums regarding people running for the Learning Community.

 
New Business

The council reviewed the agenda items for the November 9th meeting for representatives of the parish’s ministry groups and committees.

Old Business

Strategic Pastoral Plan: The council discussed action items and progress.
Outreach Committee- in progress. This committee will be formed in the near future.
Education Support Team- the Team is working on developing a list of names to submit to the Parish Council for a new adhoc School Building and Grounds Planning Committee.  The Team has agreed to take the lead on setting up a parish open house in conjunction with the Feast of St. Bernard in August.
Invitation to Committees and Improve Reporting- Completed.  The next annual meeting for representatives from all committees is scheduled for Nov. 9th. A reminder letter was mailed in October.
Next meeting will be November 25th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Father Spenner will lead prayer and ​​​Micki Frost will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
