Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

November 25, 2008
Mission Statement-
Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by​​​​​​​​​​​ Father Spenner.
Minutes discussed- no issues with them.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Committee Reports

Submitted by Melissa McGill:

CHILD CARE –  recently hired a new toddler teacher and is still interviewing for an infant teacher.  One new child has enrolled.  Staff has completed training on safe food handling.  Child Care will be asking for parent volunteers to finish painting the rest of childcare center.  Special events:  Holiday Celebrations, Halloween Parade and Parties, “Christmas Wish Tree”, and Preschool 1 & 2 are having their 6th Annual Donation Drive Nov. 19th through Dec. 28th for the Open Door Mission.  Photo day was on Nov. 25th, Jumpbunch Class is on Wednesday mornings and Dance, Dance, Dance on Thursdays at 4pm.
Members:

Father Spenner   
551-0269 

Micki Frost

933-2763
Karen Kafka

933-6727 (excused)
Chris Kalkowski
934-1646  
Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 
Melissa McGill

553-4369
Paul McNally

455-7171
Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811 (excused)
Matt Simon

572-6654 (excused)
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:

SCHOOL BOARD &  FIVE DAY SCHOOL.

Per Principal Ellie Seward, a contract has been signed with Charlie Werp of Alvine Associates to start the process of obtaining bids for the smoke alarm system and fire doors.  Mr. Dickey finished refurbishing the sinks on the lower level and main floor of the school; he continues to work on the sinks on the top level.  The defibrillator will be located in the gym (not in the concession stand) so that it is accessible to more people.  Mr. Osantowski secured a number of computers which will be used to update some of the computers in classrooms, labs and offices.  The school thanks Mr. Osantowski for the time he spends as the computer consultant.  Scrip is now primarily sold via an ordering method.  Forms are available at school and at Church.  Confirmation was held on November 21st.  The Archbishop attended the dinner, celebrated the Sacraments and attended the reception.  
Submitted by Paul McNally

GIRL SCOUTS – Maureen Wren reports that this group is going along very well.  The girls recently made nativities for the parish nativity display.
GLORY BOUND CHOIR – Ryan Weathers reports that the choir will perform a concert in the church on December 14th at 7:30 PM.
Submitted by Valerie Niemeyer

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY – Mary Lou Roth reports that she attended a meeting of the St. Cecilia’s Respect Life committee.  She is currently looking into a parish pro-life education event in conjunction with a future Donut Sunday. Parishioners would have the opportunity to view Virtue Media's pro-life commercials which will be airing in January on major television networks.

The March for Life in Washington D.C. is coming up in January.

A spaghetti dinner will be held on January 3 from 5-7pm in the St. Cecilia school cafeteria behind the cathedral. It will be sponsored by their Knights Council as a fundraiser for scholarships for any youth wishing to attend the March for Life with the archdiocesan group led by Fr. Damien Cook.

PASTOR’S REPORT
Father Spenner reports that we are moving ahead with particular repairs and updates on the school building, including flashing &  parapets.  A pipe that vents into the concession room of the gym was recently capped.  As part of the archdiocesan program for CORE schools, St. Bernard is on the agenda to receive new windows; there is another school on the agenda first.  After the work at that school is completed, work will commence at St. Bernard.  
New Business

The council planned an Epiphany party for themselves and their families.  The gathering is scheduled for January 8th.  The celebration will include pizza & a gag gift exchange.
President Micki Frost led discussion of the information that flowed from the November 9th meeting held between the Parish Pastoral Council and representatives from the ministry groups in the parish.  The attendees at that meeting reported that progress since last year has been good.  It was decided that the three (3) goals of the Strategic Plan that were implemented following last year’s meeting will be “fine-tuned” and updated on a revised Strategic Pastoral Plan.  The revised plan will be released in March 2009.  The group also moved forward with the Outreach Committee that was envisioned following last year’s meeting.  People will be contacted as possible members of this committee and the hope is to have the committee active by mid-February.  The feedback from the meeting was constructive.
Strategic Pastoral Plan: The council discussed action items and progress.  
Outreach Committee- please see notes in preceding section.
Education Support Team- Matt Simon reports that the Team compiled a partial list of names as possible members of a new adhoc School Building and Grounds Planning Committee.  The Team agreed to take the lead on setting up a new welcoming/open house event centered around the Feast of St. Bernard in August 2009.  
The group discussed the need to setup an emergency fund to be used by the School, Religious Formation, Youth Group and Pre-School. The fund would be used for emergency school building/grounds repairs and supplies.  Additionally, the fund would be use to provide small financial aid to the children who attend the School, Religious Formation Program and Youth Group when emergency needs arise. The fund would be establish based on support from the groups that currently utilize the school facility and grounds and have regular fund raisers to support their parish mission. 

A brief discussion was held regarding establishing a scholarship fund from donations from the parish groups and other parish members. The scholarship would be given to needy kids in the neighborhood possibly kids already in our pre-school.

Invitation to Committees and Improve Reporting- Completed.  
Next meeting will be January 27th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Paul McNally will lead prayer and ​​​Jan Lamoureux will provide treats.

Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
