Parish Pastoral
Council Minutes

August 26, 2008
Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Micki Frost.

Minutes were approved with the following revision.  In the Development Committee Report, the date of the Dinner Auction was mistakenly reported as September 22nd; the actual date is September 20th.  I apologize for this error and any confusion that may have come from it.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Education

Deacon Tim McNeil presented info on the role of the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).  This role dates back to the time of Jesus and through baptism PPC members are called to carry forward the Mission of Jesus.  Tim provided references to various Codes of Canon Law and to the Vatican Council on this matter.  The parish exists for God.  The PPC role is designed to investigate & consider data and offer proposals on four pastoral matters, namely Word, Worship, Service and Stewardship.  The PPC assists the pastor in developing & deepening the parish faith community and acts as a consultative body to the pastor.  
Members:

Father Spenner   
551-0269 

Krista Freimuth
677-0737 (excused)

Micki Frost

933-2763

Karen Kafka

933-6727

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646 (excused)

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 

Melissa McGill

553-4369 (excused)

Paul McNally

455-7171

Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811

Matt Simon

572-6654
This is done by engaging in pastoral planning, developing parish goals, attending to prayer & continuing education, listening to and respecting the wisdom of many perspectives, and by calling forth the gifts of those in the faith community. 

The council thanks Deacon Tim McNeil for the informative presentation.

Old Business
Strategic Pastoral Plan:

The council discussed action items and progress.
· Outreach Committee- in progress. Further action is planned at the November meeting for committee representatives.
· Education Support Committee- next meeting in September; the group will continue to focus on developing potential action items that will help reach the goal of "Increasing the support and enrollment of the school and religious formation program”.
· Invitation to Committees and Improve Reporting- Completed.  The next annual meeting for representatives from all committees is scheduled for Nov. 9th. A “save the date letter” will be mailed in September.

Committee Reports

Submitted by Matt Simon:

Athletic Club – Per Dennis Meisenbach, Volleyball and Fall Soccer teams have been formed and they have started to practice.  The concession stand has been repainted and new cabinets have been installed.  The next project will be to repair the floor under the water fountain in the gym.
Boy Scouts – per Jackie Morales, Popcorn sales will begin the first week of October.  Over the summer the Scouts attended camps, had a swim party and a night out at Putt Putt.  
Education Support – No meeting in August.  The next meeting will be in September and the group will continue to focus on developing a list of potential action items that will help reach the goal of "Increasing the support and enrollment at the school and religious formation program".

Submitted by Paul McNally:

Knights of Columbus Will be hosting a pancake breakfast after the Masses on September 14th.
Caring Together- has received one request for yard work and one request for transportation to Mass.
Social Justice – the next meeting is scheduled for September 30th.
Submitted by Chris Kalkowski

Five Day School & School Board – per Principal Ellie Seward, Enrollment = 202  (ended last year with 194); Children's Scholarship Money to St. Bernard--$47,000

 

Teachers completed final phase of discussion for the Catholic School Symposium which will be held October 2 at the Qwest Center.  School Board members have been sent the information and it will be in the Sunday Bulletin.  ANY parishioner is invited to attend especially those who have an interest in Catholic schools in this Archdiocese.

 

Theme for the year "Celebrate Service" this is the NCEA theme.  Each class with choose a particular service they will do the entire school year.

 

Feasibility Study for Wellness and Recess Activity--An effort through Alegent Health, Activate Omaha Kids, and the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  Boyd Elementary and St. Bernard have been chose to do the study.  All playground equipment and materials will be given to our school.  The feasibility study will continue throughout the school year.  Statistics will be gathered from Grades 3, 4, & 5.  However, ALL students in our school will be part of the program.

 

The "Parish Representative Group" continues to meet. Matt Simon is chairperson.  The goal is to prioritize needs at St. Bernard and share in the expense of repairs, upgrading, etc.

 

The "Walk Across Nebraska" has not become the "Walk Across the United States."  At our opening assembly, the discussion centered on where to go once we return to Omaha.  This will become a "choice" of the students and teachers.

 

New curriculum added this year is World Language. St. Bernard is a pilot school.  The title is "world" instead of "foreign" since foreign has a negative connotation.

 

New teachers for St. Bernard are Laurel Kuehl- 4th Grade, Nancy Krigbaum- 1st Grade and Mariane Dopheide- 2nd Grade.

Back-to-School Night--all present except 7 families--best turnout ever

 

Retirement Reception for Mrs. Holtzman--very successful--good turnout.

 

September 24th is the School Board In-service for new board members, Jennifer Griffith and Ann Thoms.

Submitted by Jan Lamoureux
Funeral Committee- Per Marion Hajenga, this committee continues with their service of providing meals to families and friends after a funeral.  This group could use new & younger members.  If you would have an interest in this ministry, please contact Marion at 551-9870.
Pastor’s Report
Fr. Spenner reports that Rosanne Chrystal has agreed to take the lead for the Capital Campaign and Jackie O’Neill has agreed to take the lead for the Calendar Club.  He reports that a Christmas delivery is still anticipated for the liturgical altar furniture.  Plans are being formulated for the rest rooms, front doors and sidewalks.

Next meeting will be September 23rd, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Matt Simon will lead prayer and Karen Kafka will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
