Parish Pastoral

Council Minutes

July 22, 2008
Mission Statement

Rooted in a relational covenant with God, our creator, Jesus the Son, and the people of his kingdom, and relying on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to strengthening the foundation of St. Bernard’s Parish by:  Reconnecting the unconnected, Fostering an atmosphere of family, Encouraging and inviting the gifts of time, talent, and financial resources.

The meeting opened with prayer and reflection by Jan Lamoureux.
Minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

New Business
President Micki Frost asks that any council member who is unable to attend a meeting notify her ahead of time.  A review of the Parish ministry groups and committees was provided by each council member.  This information is included below along with the usual ministry group updates in the “Committee Reports” section.  (Information on the ministry groups is also available in the parish directory.)
Old Business
Strategic Pastoral Plan:

The council discussed action items and progress.
· Prayer at meetings- Completed. Letter was sent to all committees.
· Eucharistic Adoration- Completed.  Adoration began on July 1st.  

· Outreach Committee- in progress.
· Education Support-Committee has been formed and meetings have been held; goals and action items are being formulated.  
Members:

Father Spenner   
551-0269 (excused)

Krista Freimuth
677-0737 

Micki Frost

933-2763

Karen Kafka

933-6727

Chris Kalkowski
934-1646

Jan Lamoureux
572-8223 

Melissa McGill

553-4369

Paul McNally

455-7171

Valerie Niemeyer
502-2198 

Michelle Raleigh
502-2811

Matt Simon

572-6654
· Invitation to Committees and Improve Reporting- Completed.  The next annual meeting for representatives from all committees is scheduled for Nov. 9th. 

· Improve Reporting- Completed.  Valerie created a guideline for reports; it has been distributed to the council.
· Parishioner Planning Updates- Completed.  Updates are provided in the monthly pastoral council minutes.  

Committee Reports
Submitted by Michelle Raleigh:

RELIGIOUS FORMATION - Per JoAnne Raleigh, in June the Confirmation Candidates and their sponsors met to study the Beatitudes and in July, three 

Confirmation Candidates went to the Omaha Food Bank for a tour and to do service.  After their tour and service, they discussed the experience over ice cream at Dairy Cream.  Preschool continues through the summer; it meets during the 10:00 AM Mass to study the Lectionary readings and work on learning centers.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY provides help to those in need; the services include paying bills and supplying food on a day by day basis. 
Submitted by: Valerie Niemeyer:

SCRIPTURE STUDY will now be headed up by Micki Frost
SOCIAL JUSTICE – the next meeting is tentatively scheduled for September 16th.
RESPECT LIFE - Marilou Roth, the new Respect Life coordinator, reports that she's been meeting with pro-life coordinators from throughout the state and archdiocese and is learning a lot about the many diverse issues and activities related to promoting the sanctity of life. Recent activities at St. Bernard's have included providing information regarding Church teaching on family planning (fliers at church entrances) in conjunction with Natural Family Planning week and the promotion of a local celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Humanae Vitae on July 25th. Plans are to develop ideas and recruit volunteers in the near future for Respect Life events at St. Bernard's. 

WELCOMING THE FLOCK COMMITTEE reports good attendance and positive feedback on the monthly Donut Sundays.
CHURCH GROUNDS – Jean Kalina will no longer head up the grounds maintenance; the parish is in need of volunteer(s) to help in this area of keeping St. Bernard’s grounds looking beautiful.  Jean thanks the Knights for all they do to help with the grounds.
Reported by Krista Freimuth:
ARCHDIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL (APC): is a group which acts in a consulting capacity to the Archbishop on pastoral matters.  The group meets twice a year or more if working on a specific project.  There are twelve deaneries; St. Bernard parish is a member of the Northeast Deanery.  Krista is the APC delegate for St. Bernard.
RESTORATION- RENOVATION Altar furniture has been ordered with a goal of a Christmas delivery.
CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME - An 8 week series for non-practicing Catholics who are considering a return to the Church.

GOURMET DINNER CLUB  - Members take turns hosting dinner for each other.  The dinners provide an atmosphere of friendship and social sharing.
MOTHER’S FAITH GROUP - informational topics on motherhood and faith formation.

LITURGY – many opportunities available including altar servers, EMHC, environment, ushers, music groups, etc.
ADULT ED – provided throughout the year

RCIA –  a process to welcome new members into the Church

Submitted by Chris Kalkowski:

SCHOOL BOARD meets all months but July and functions as an advisory group to the school principal.  The school board works directly with the FIVE DAY SCHOOL.
FINANCE COMMITTEE per Jack Zuerlein, this committee meets quarterly and acts in an advisory capacity to the Pastor or the Development Committee.
Submitted by Melissa McGill:

HOME & SCHOOL – per Mischel Anderson, a meeting will be held in September. All families are members.  This group’s activities include, but not limited to, some fund raising, eat-out nights, Room Mothers and scholarships to Secondary Schools.
CHILD CARE – Per Director Kathy Bonilla, things are going well this Summer.  New staff has been hired within the last year and the children have participated in field trips.
Submitted by Karen Kafka
SCHOOL CAFETERIA – Per Sue Keyser, she will be looking for cafeteria volunteers for the new school year; will solicit volunteers at Back to School Night (August 13th).
FRANCIS HOUSE – St. Bernard Parish helps serve dinner at the Francis House on the first Friday of every month.
DEVELOPMENT – Karen Kafka and Krista Freimuth report that Sherri Petersen resigned as Development Director.  We thank Sherri for her work in this position.  The position is vacant.  Krista Freimuth volunteered to head the upcoming Dinner Auction, scheduled for September 22nd.  NEEDED: Auction items and volunteers.    Contact Krista (677-0737) if you can help.  
Submitted by Jan Lamoureux

CHRISTIAN FAMILY MOVEMENT (CFM) -  Per Sheila Osterhaus, CFM recently enjoyed a picnic at Standing Bear Lake.  They plan to begin their new session in September; the book they have chosen for this session is Evidence of Faith.  They are looking for new members, and have talked to several people regarding same.
OTOC (OMAHA TOGETHER ONE COMMUNITY) – Sheila Osterhaus reports that this group recently participated in the City Budget hearing to advocate funding for enhancement of the City’s Sun Dawg program- particularly in North Omaha.  The intent is that supervised activities for youth would help prevent violence in our city.  OTOC has also worked on education with regard to the anti-affirmative action petition drive and has participated in Neighborhood Walks.  Sheila will participate in a steering committee in August.
FUNERAL COMMITTEE – this committee provides & coordinates meals for families & friends after a funeral.
PASTORAL MINISTRIES – provides support for those in hospice, the hospital or care centers as well as for those who have experienced the death of a loved one.
Submitted by Paul McNally

YOUTH GROUP – there are not as many scheduled meetings, etc. in the Summer. It will pick up again in the new school year.
GLORY BOUND CHOIR - provided entertainment at the Clergy Appreciation dinner in June.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – New officers were installed. The Knights provided the meal for the Clergy Appreciation dinner in June.  
CARING TOGETHER – coordinates services (rides to church, shoveling) for parishioners who need them.  
Submitted by Matt Simon
ATHLETIC CLUB – activities include, but are not limited to, maintaining the gym, funding some of the activities, and hosting the Sixth Grade Tournament.
SCOUTS – available to a variety of age groups in the parish.

EDUCATION SUPPORT – the goal is to increase support & enrollment for the school and religious ed programs. Representatives from key areas throughout the parish have met in this group.  They are targeting issues of concern and interest; this committee will also look to the parish council and pastor for guidance as they move forward.  

Submitted by Micki Frost

HOMEBOUND EMHC – is available by calling Roseann Chrystal.

IMMANUEL HOSPITAL EMHC – is available by calling the rectory.

Education: 

Valerie & Michelle summarized the parish Strategic Plan.  It is the result of the Parish Assembly held in 2007.  The information gathered from the parishioners at that assembly was recorded by the Council and sifted through according to our Mission.  It was grouped into goals. Last November, representatives from the ministry groups prioritized the goals into 3 main ones with feedback on how to support the goals.  As a means to achieving these goals, the Council created strategies and action steps that will take place in the next 1 to 3 years.  The next step is to keep working toward the 3 goals.  On November 9 at 1 o’clock the Council will again meet with representatives from the ministry groups to determine how to move forward from where we are now.
Micki recommended that the Council members review the Parish Pastoral Council job descriptions in the handbook.
Next meeting will be August 26th, 7PM in the Clairvaux Center.  Education will be presented by Deacon Tim McNeil.  Michelle Raleigh will lead prayer and Krista Freimuth will provide treats.
Please contact any member of the Pastoral Council if you have comments, concerns, or are requesting to be on the agenda.

Minutes submitted by Jan Lamoureux.        
